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Communications for insertion next month must reach the Editor not later than the last 
Thursday of this month (November 25). The Editor accepts no responsibility for statements 
made or opinions expressed by authors of articles or in speeches at meetings. 


A Few Factis for New Friends 


Phe intention of this page îs that the many new friends and casual readers of this JouRNAL morth bp morth should receive 
ar the cuiset, not only awelcome but the briefest possible infor mation about a movement which, by sts very simplicity, ofter 
pwscles them. Only a personal experience of the “ family life” of Toc H can fill in this outlinewith the colour and mite- 
ment of the real thing ; the best answer to the question “ What is Toc H? ” ts still Come and see.” 


Ø OriciIn: Talbot House in the War was “ Everyman’s Club,” open to officers and men 
alike ; it was opened in December 1915, at Poperinghe, the nearest habitable town behind 
Ypres. Its founders were Padres Neville Talbot (now Bishop of Pretoria) and Philip Clayron 
(“Tubby,” now vicar of All Hallows, Barking-by-the-Tower, London). A “ daughter,” 
Little Talbot House, came into being in Ypres itself in 1917. 

g Name: It was named in memory of Neville’s younger brother Gilbert, Lieut., Rifle Brigade, 
killed at Hooge on July 30, 1915. The name “ Toc H” is merely T.H. (Talbot House) pro- 
nounced according to the Army signaller’s alphabet. 

Ø Re-BirtH: Toc H was started again in London in 1919-1920, by “Tubby” and some 
survivors of the Ypres salient, on a very modest scale. Its first aim was to recapture the War's 
spirit of comradeship in common service and to pass it on to the younger generation. Joc H 
ù not an ex-service men s society—it remembers the past but looks to the future. 

Ø GrowrH: Two years later the tiny experiment in London had been repeated throughout 
the length of England : five years from the start it had gone right round the world. The 
membership is still small, for Toc H is not a “ mass movement,” but a personal “ infection ”” 
spread by one man to another. 

g Oxjecrs: The idea underlying Toc H is as old as Eden—Fellowship and Service. Toc H, 
desiring to join the most lasting Fellowship and to engage in the Service most worth while, 
seeks above all to be a Christian and Christianising society. It draws its members from all 
ranks of society, from all Christian denominations, schools of thought and poiitical parties. 
It is not confined to the British race. It is a human “Zoo,” engaged in spare-time social 
service of every kind, directed in each place by a voluntary official called the Jobmaster. 

@ Meron: One keen man in a place colleéts others and forms a Group : the Group in course 
of time and after a real test of stability, unity and work, may be madea Branch, with wide 
powers of self-government (Branches are granted a Lamp of Maintenance, which is lit with 
a simple ritual at meetings). In certain places a team of members lives together in a House 
(called a “ Mark ”), the visible embodiment of Talbot House and the centre of effort in a wider 
area. At the present time there are 19 Houses at home and 5 abroad; 114 Branches at home 


and 6 abroad ; 112 Groups at home and 67 abroad. 
Ø Sunscription: Within 5 miles of a House—ss. to £r 1s. ; elsewhere, 2s. 6d. minimum. 
For further information apply to the General Secretary, 1, Queen Annes Gate, London, SA. 1. 
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IS THE METHOD OF TOC H A RIGHT METHOD? 


A LL up and down these little papers I have been suggesting what I am sure 
A is true, that Toc H is not merely a Christian family, but a Christianising 
Society, that its business is to help to make men Christians. I do not propose 
to argue this out. It seems to me perfectly clear, whether we look at the origins, 
or at the documents in which it tries to explains its aims, or at the life it lives, 
when it really is succeeding. What I want to do now is to take up a remark 
I made, and left over, in January. I wrote then :—“ The originality of Toc H 
lies in the re-capturing of a very old ‘secret,’ and in linking it with the finest 
tradition of friendship and service, and the most poignant experiences, of the 
War. But the discussion of the method of ‘Toc H, and why it is, I believe, 
essentially right, belongs to ‘another ‘ question.’””? We have to consider that 
question now. 

First two preliminary points, one trivial, the other very much the reverse. 
It may seem strange to speak of the “ method ” of a thing so spontaneous and 
so light-hearted as Toc H. I am not, however, thinking of anything formal or 
systematic. We know that Toc H sometimes makes good, and sometimes does 
not. All that I mean by its method (and this happens to be the original meaning 
of the word) is the way along which it works when in fact it is succeeding. 
Panthers, I am sure, dislike red-tape quite as much as we do. But even 
panthers go to and fro upon their lawful, and unlawful, occasions on perfectly 
definite methods. 

Someone told me once that he objected strongly to the Four Points of the 
Compass being in any way officially endorsed by Toc H, on the ground that the 
Fourth Point “ begged the question.” I fear I annoyed him by answering, 
“ Why, of course it does.” A Christianising Society cannot free itself from the 
limitations—if I may call them so—which are attached to Christianity itself. 
If the Christian faith is not—and it manifestly claims that it is not—an ordinary 
branch of knowledge, it cannot properly be argued about as if it were. I suppose 
the Catechisms of the Churches may reasonably be regarded as declaring what 
they set out to teach. I have just turned up the Catechisms of three quite 
different Churches. None of them say, “ Here are certain propositions, and 
here are the arguments which ought to make you, as a reasonable man, accept 
these propositions as true.” On the contrary, they all demand belief straight off, 
at the very start, and they all agree that the faith which they require is some- 
thing which we have not got of ourselves. One of these calls it a “ saving grace 
which we receive”; another a “supernatural gift.” And a Canon of St 
Paul’s, in a well-known commentary on the Church Catechism, says :—“ In 
asking us to believe, and in exacting a promise from our godparents that we 
should believe, the Church makes a great assumption, namely ... that there 
is a region of things invisible which can be brought into sight, and of things 
unknowable by ordinary methods which can be known.” It is not my business 
to attempt to discuss these high matters. My concern is only to suggest why 
Toc H insetting out its aims cannot help doing what my friend called “ begging 
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the question.” But I may be permitted two quotations, and one word of 

comment. “This Faith appeals to the verification of experience. When 

much time has been spent at the bottom of the mountain arguing for and 
against the possibility of a glorious view from the summit, Faith says as the 

ultimate appeal, Come and see. Climb the mountain, fulfil the conditions 

which are imposed, and then, ‘ If any man will do His Will, he shall know of the 

doétrine whether it be of God.’ ” And this (I have to shorten it) :—“ A man who 

frst gets the Faith is as one groping in the dark. He finds himself in a new 

world and everything is strange to him. He knows that he has got home, but 

he is in a very distant country. He naturally turns to prayer. He had 

perhaps tried to pray before, but his prayer was uneasy, restless, unsatisfying. 
Now prayer is more peaceful, and God is nearer to him. He has grasped God 
by a new sort of aét, he has risen out of himself, he is breathing a new and a 

rarer atmosphere. Prayer now is not the balancing of opposing considerations, 

it is the concentration of all his mental and moral powers on One whom he 

recognises as his only true Friend.” The whole future of Toc H seems to me to 

depend on those who will make the great adventure, who will climb the moun- 

tain, fulfilling the conditions which are imposed—how hard soever they may 
be—who have found all that their hearts desired and beat the proofs of it in their 
lives. And every member has to make some venture, however small, if he is to 
arrive at any real understanding of the thing he has joined. 


_ The essence of the method of Toc H could hardly be set out more clearly than 
it was in a report which George MacLeod wrote a short time ago for the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Here is an extract from it :— 

“ The real justification for the Toc H method in Scotland is the disappearance 
of the Shorter Catechism as a household book. ‘Thirty and forty years ago men 
were brought up with the tremendous First Question and Answer ringing in 
their ears. At least they knew of their duty to God; from it there issued in 
many cases their duty to their fellow-man. The youth that is the problem 
to-day has been given no fundamental basis at all; His mind regarding the 
meaning of life is a chaotic jumble. But the youth to-day does understand 
words like ‘ Fellowship ’ and ‘ Service ’—-he knows a good deal about his duty 
to his fellow men. ‘he Toc H method is to take him where he is, and to let him 
experience in praétice the possibilities and difficulties of these things. From 
the experience there does emerge a re-awakening interest in First Causes, which it 
is the business of the padre in the group to develop and satisfy. It is a method 
that requires patience, but the results are permanent. If the method is to be 
given a fair chance, however, the experiment must be on truly Christian lines— 
that is, the service demanded must from the start have in it the element of a real 
challenge ; the fellowship must have in it the element of risk.” 

I agree in this entirely. When I wrote on the Four Points of the Compass 
in the March and April Journaxs, I tried to show that challenge and 
tisk are to be found, and must always be found, in the service of Toc H, and 
in its fellowship. But there is one thing more essential to the method. George 
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MacLeod does not mention it, but I know that he agrees. I said before that the 
method of Toc H is set out in the prayer we use For All Members of Toc H. 
I think that wherever Toc H is succeeding, it is not merely saying this prayer, 
but trying to live it, avd to pray about it, even if sometimes, if I may say it, 
some of its members are praying “ without prejudice.” It will be worth while 
I think to go through this prayer with a little care, and see whether there is any 
sense in what [ have said. 

“O God, who hast wonderfully made Toc H.” It begins, as prayer must 
with the thought of God Himself; and especially with the thought that this 
thing, which we love, or are learning to love is His show, that He has made it— 
all of it that has any good in it. “And set men in it to learn their duty as 
Thy will” Toc H exists, not for us, or for any purpose of ours, but that in it we 
may, one by one, and all together, learn to accept His Standards, His purpose. 
“< Teach ws to live together in love and joy and peace.” That, we feel sure, is 
how He would have us live together, in the spirit of a family, and we own 
simply, and with truth, that we cannot do it without Him. “ To check all 
bitterness, to disown discouragement, to practise thanksgiving, and to leap 
with joy to any task for others.’ There is the condition of the goodwill, 
sincere, active, constant, without which the fellowship is impossible. There 
is the driving out of the twofold temptation which besets us all when we try 
to do any good, the temptation to give in because things are difficult, the 
greater temptation to give up because we ourselves so often fail. There is the 
only possible response to the fact that God first loved us, a response that steadily 
makes the faét more real tous. And there is the motive, the driving force of our 
service, the joy that we to whom so much is being given should, after all, have 
something to give. And all of these things we own and admit we cannot do 
unless He teach us. “ That with gallant and high-hearted happiness we may 
work for Thy kingdom in the wills of men.” St. Teresa claimed the 
hard service of herself and her daughters as a “ great happiness and privilege.” 
Can we, of whom so little in comparison is asked, claim less? The note of 
“joyaltieof mind” in Toc H is no mere accident. It is—in its measure—* the 
true Joy of Battle without which no one can be an Apostle of Christ in a high 
degree.” Having asked that we may serve in this spirit, we own again, as at the 
beginning, that Toc H exists for God, for what He can make it do for Him. 


Now let us look at the “ method ” from another angle. A very long time ago 
an old man wrote a book which has influenced large sections of the world for 
many centuries, and whose influence is yet very far indeed from being spent. 
He set a ball rolling which did things which he never dreamt of doing. This 
“ ball ” of his, among other things, laid much of the foundations of the education 
of Western Europe. But he wasn’t thinking of that, nor even of founding, as in 
fact, he did, a world-wide Order, which has been a school for many more. His 
purpose “in the tranquil simplicity of his faith,” was nothing more than to 
establish “ a little school of the Lord’s service,” to lay down a rule of life under 
which a small group of men living under the same roof might iearn “ to walk 
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toGod.” It was a rule for all sorts of men, learned and simple, clever and dull : 
and it was a rule “ for beginners.” With the Rule itself we ate not concerned ; 
It was a rule for religious. In Toc H, as elsewhere, men think very differently 
of the religious life. But we are all pledged “ to listen hospitably and humbly 
to Everyman’s story.” And if, whatever the position we start from, we listen 
humbly to any real story of the religious life, we will agree at least, I think, in 
this, It is true of Everyman, who is really and truly trying to be a Christian, 
that behind all he says about it, behind his acknowledged beliefs and outward 
practices, there must stand a whole life of sincere and steady devotion to Our 
Lord. I said in January that we must not be afraid of the word “ devotion,” 
because in its truc sense it is a hard and virile thing—meaning not a state of 
passing feeling, but a fixed continuous condition, a “ belonging ” permanently, 
and without reserve. If we all in our measure have to get some of this into our 
own lives it is good for all of us that people—men and women and children— 
should be able to show in their lives what devotion can be, even if we, some of 
us, Still doubt whether their ways of showing it are right. 


But if the Rule of St. Benedi& does not concern us, we may look at the 
Prologue, in which he sets out the outline of his method, not without hope of 
finding in it something to which Everyman may “ incline his ear” ; for Every- 
man is called to “ walk to God.” Reduced to the simplest terms, what he had 
to say was this, He told his handful of men—they were of all sorts and kinds— 
to live together as a family; the idea of the family runs all through the 
book. He told them to do good aétively, and to do it forGod. He told them 
to cast all guile out of their hearts, to be men of real goodwill. He told them 
above all to pray. And he said to them :—“ If you will do these things, God’s 
eyes will be upon you, and his ears will be open to your prayer, and before you 
have called upon Him you will hear Him say, Lo, here] am.” Isaid in January 
that Toc H had re-captured a very old “secret.” There it is. It consists of 
“doing these things,” doing them together as a family and in a family, and 
in praying about them, praying for strength to do them. And St. Benediét was 
quite clear that he was inventing no new method, but only reminding men of 
things which had been known before, and forgotten. 


The “ secret ” which I suggest has been re-captured obviously concerns far 
greater things than Toc H. It is perhaps worth while thinking why it was 
given to Toc H to re-capture it. People are very odd things, and I am sure that 
half at least of our trouble with them (counting ourselves in, of course), is that 
we will think them to be something quite different fromwhat they are. Why is 
it that the “ value” of a thing shouid, as some of the economists tell us, be 
“the measure of the sacrifice which a man who desires a thing is willing to 
make inorder to obtain it?” (That, of course, is a Statement not about things, 
but about the way men’s minds work). Why should some of the things which 
are most precious to us, and most satisfying, when grasped and held, be “secret 
in the sense that they are hidden though they are meant to be found out, if we 
take enough trouble to find them, and take it in the right way 2 These questions 
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Seem to me of the same kind as the question, Why is grass green? It seems 
to be a fact which we must take account of that we are so made that we should 
not think “ goodly pearls ” to be “‘ of great price ” if they grew on gooseberry 
bushes. But—it really is an odd thing—we do not always take account of this. 
And here is something else that seems odd. Lots of people see the point of 
two simple lines in Wordsworth’s The Poets Epitaph :— 
“ But you must love him, ere to you 
He will seem worthy of your love.” 
There is, I think, a principle behind these lines which applies to much more 
than Wordsworth’s Poet, superficially unattractive, but truly delightful. There 
is a whole class of things of which we can never discover the secret of the value, 
until we first reach out after them ourselves. And the power of the soul through 
which we reach out after them, and find them, is love. When Talbot House, 
Poperinghe, when Toc H, is called “ The House that Love Built,” it is called 
so truly. For all the success Toc H has had has been won not by the way of 
cleverness, but by the way of love. Lots of people are seriously concerned with 
various aspects of what they call “ the post-adolescent problem.” And some- 
times they say to us—for some critically-minded people are beginning to think 
that after all there must be something in Toc H—that, as we seem to be making 
some headway with “ the post-adolescence,”’ we ought to be able to advise. And 
we can only answer, as kindly as we can, that we know nothing about it at all. 
We only know Bill and Tom, who belong entirely to the family, and Dick and 
Jack, who are members and are beginning to belong, and lots of other nice 
people whom we hope to get hold of by-and-by. And some of our friends think 
us careless Gallios because we have no proper interest in their really serious 
problems. They don’t see that we are, entirely in the spirit of learners and 
with no axes of theory to grind, trying out two things which, I rather think, 
were known of old time. One is that love ventures while skill is marshalling 
facts and figures and arguing from them ; and love gets through, or else it fails, 
and presently is ready to try again. The other is that “ Love knocks and 
enters: while intelligence stands without.” That sounds a little exaggerated. 
Tn fact, I think it is, and very much wiser people thought so too, ten centuries 
ago, when those words were written. But those much wiser people agreed 
entirely that in spiritual things—and “ the post-adolescent problem,” among 
others, is a spiritual thing—love has a “power of entry” which no other 
power of man has. That is why I think the method of Toc H is right. 
P. Wave 


HOW DOES TOC H STAND TO THE 


CHURCHES ?—1, 
[Soe of wild hillmen in the Nilgiris, who had been talked to for along 
time by a missionary on one of the most difficult mysteries of the Christian 
faith, are alleged to have said, “ This makes the head buzz ; it is better to think 
of nothing and be at peace.” We might perhaps say the same of the question 
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at the head of this paper, but clearly we must do nothing of the sort. In this 
as inother things, we must, as Toc H grows, know more and more clearly where 
we are going and why we do the things that we do. This question has been in 
my mind all the time I have been writing these papers, and I shall have very 
little to say that I have not said already. 

_Toc H exists, the preamble of the Charter tells us, with the purpose of “ con- 
unuing in times of peace the work initiated at Talbot House, Poperinghe, 
in the Kingdom of Belgium, amid the dangers of the Great War, and of adjusting 
the methods there employed to the conditions of civil life, and, in particular ?— 
of doing various things which need not detain us now. The other day, Tubby, 
giving evidence in court, was asked to explain as shortly and as clearly as 
possible, what the “ work,” the business, of Talbot House, Poperinghe, really 
was. He said it was a two-fold reconciliation, the reconciliation of man with 
man, and the reconciliation of man with God. Those who best knew the old 
House know best how true this is. What concerns us all is that it is true of 
Toc H to-day. The idea of the two-fold reconciliation is not fanciful in the 
least—nor is it new. It is based, of course, on St. Paul’s words, “Ye are members 
of one another and of Christ.” It is based, more deeply still, on the two Great 
Commandments of the Law. Toc H rests on the idea that a Christian life involves 
two things, which go together, a right relationship to God, and a right relation- 
ship to man. And both,on the Christian view, are relationships of an intimate 
character, of unity and friendship and love. If Toc H seems to stress one of 
these more than the other, that is not because it thinks it more important. 
It is, I think, true—and Toc H is helping to prove this—that it is very often 
easier for ordinary men to get into right relations with God if first of all right 
relations with other men are established. If a man is living in “love and peace 
and joy”? with other men, and especially with men with whom in ordinary 
course he would not be living at all, it is often easier for him to find the God 
who, on the Christian hypothesis, 7s love and joy and peace. I have said all 
this before. The point to notice now is that if anything at all is the business 
of the Church, or the Churches, this two-fold reconciliation clearly is. 

What, then, is the warrant for Toc H as a separate society ? Ihave already 
quoted George Macleod’s saying that “the real justification for the Toc H 
method in Scotland is the disappearance of the Shorter Catechism as a house- 
hold book.” I think that is true, but we must put it more generally, for Toc H 
exists out of Scotland also. The justification for Toc H—and for anything else 
which is trying to do the same “ work ”—is that the Churches have failed to 
hold the average man, and especially the average young man, of to-day. Or, 
to put it at once more politely and more truthfully, Everyman has failed to hold 
on, in any effective and real way, to the Churches. I do not think the fact is 
disputed anywhere, though men differ mightily as to the reasons. The distribu- 
tion of blame for the alienation of men from the Churches does not seem to me 
to be specially our business, or indeed the really important matter. But I do 
think it is useless as it is unfair to lay all the blame on the clergy, who are 
mostly quite ordinary people like you and me, mostly sincere and hard-working 
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men, inadequate in numbers to the task that is laid on them, and quite often 
grievously overworked. So great a result as we ate considering must surely 
have greater causes than the failure, if it be failure, of what, after all, is but a 
handful of men. What I really think, if I must say it, is that the true idea of 
the Church has been lost, and that with it has gone the sense of responsibility 
which rests on every single member of it to go out into the highways and by- 
ways and compel men to come in. There have been other ideas in other times 
of what sort of compulsion might be used. But we surely can think of no 
compulsion as permitted save that to which Our Lord Himself appealed—the 
compulsion of self-sacrificing love ? Are you and I in our lives lifting Him up 
to all men? Ido not think that the Church—meaning by the Church, as so 
often is meant nowadays, the clergy—has lost its power to instru& those who 
will listen, to help to find its “secrets,” those who will search for them 
diligently ; to help to climb the mountain, those who will try, “fulfilling the 
conditions imposed.” That it seems to me it does, far better than its 
fluent critics admit. Where it fails—and its failure cries to Heaven—is in 
inducing people to listen, in encouraging them to begin the search, in inspiring 
them with the desire to climb the mountain. But is not that your fault and 
mine? Let us with that leave the causes of the alienation of men from the 
Churches alone. Let us just recognise the fact, especially as a warrant for the 
work we are trying to continue ; and let us face another fact, which has already 
caused misunderstanding and difficulty. 


Almost immediately Toc H became a self-governing society, its Central 
Executive issued the following statement: “ Toc H began among a few men 
who were members of the Church of England. The family has, however, always 
included men of other spiritual allegiances, and the Charter is proof of the 
breadth of its aim.” It cannot be stressed too heavily that this statement was 
issued in support of no theory whatever. Those who authorised it, knowing that 
the whole of Toc H as it then was—February, 1923—-was behind them, were 
toncerned merely with stating a faét. The family of Toc H had, from the 
beginning, been incapable, by its very nature, of being merely Anglican. The 
fact had only to be recognised and faced. Perhaps if the Central Executive in 
1923 had foreseen all the difficulties which would arise from this faét as Toc H 
grew, they might have decided otherwise. But I think not. I have said already 
that any success Toc H has won has been won not by the way of cleverness, 
but by the way of love. It might have been easy to foresee the difficulties which 
might arise from building Toc H as an “ interdenominational ” society, but 
that was not the business of the Executive in 1923. They were concerned merely 
with the fact that the fellowship always had included those “ of other spiritual 
allegiances,” and that, to be faithful to Toc H, it must continue to include them. 
We are not trying to do an amazingly difficult thing because we think it clever, 
and rather splendid, to attempt it; but simply because love requires it. 


What love requires is often difficult, and everyone in Toc H knows the 
difficulties into which the inclusion in the family of men of different “ spiritual 
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allegiances” has already led us. That the trouble arose on one particular 
issue, and at a certain time, is really detail. It was bound to arise sometime, 
for whatever you or I may think on this issue or on that, no one who really 
knows Toc H at all can be indifferent to the fa& that the Church—the Body of 
Christ—has been torn in pieces. Nor can he refrain from trying to do something 
which he is convinced, or can be convinced, is praétical about it. The real issue, 
in the a€tual “controversy” as it arose—and it would have been the same 
had controversy arisen in another way—was to ask what it was “ praétical ” 
for Toc H to do. The same issue arises in an immense number of cases of all 
sorts and all kinds. A doétor, in hisevery-day business, is facing it constantly 
In one case, the practical thing to do may be to relieve pain. That may, un- 
fortunately, be the owy thing that is practicable. The doétor is there concerned 
with immediate results, immediate policy. In another case, it may be more 
practicable to refrain from relieving pain, even to allow it to increase, to concen- 
trate on the final causes of the disease, and to work for a final solution, the 
recovery of the patient, even if that involves time and trouble and an immediate 
continuance, perhaps an increase of pain. The doétor will do both, of course, 
if he can, but often, as I have said, is driven to choose the first course as the 
only practical one because he sees no hope in the second. But we cannot say 
this of the problem of the unity of the Churches. 


When I pray with all my heart for something which I am convinced is right, 
I can be confident that one or other of three things will happen. Either it will 
become clear to me that I am mistaken; or there will be given me the thing 
that I pray for, or something else which I shall recognise as the thing that 
I truly wanted, though I did not know it. Or I shall be given strength to go 
cheerfully without what I asked for. But here we cannot think of alternatives. 
Surely to say, or to aéton the assumption, that God will not, in His own time— 
when men are ready for it—give to His Church “ such peace and unity as are 
agreeable to His will,” is to deny “ the tranquil operation of His perpetual 
providence.” That seems to me the real reason why Toc H, however individual 
members may chafe at the “ barriers ” which divide them, which the Churches 
they belong to put between them, cannot seek to further the cause of unity 
by adding fresh “ confusions” to those which exist already. We must be 
patient for no less reason than that God has to be patient with us. And we must 
not think that loyalty to the one Church which we all long for, and which one 
day men may deserve, is likely to be strengthened by the weakening of loyalties 
to the Churches which claim our allegiance now. But there is, indeed, some- 
thing practical, immediately praétical, which we can do. “ To conquer hate 
would be to end the strife of all ages; but that men should know one another 
is not difficult, and it is half the battle.” Truly it is not difficult, provided men 
meet together as members of a Christian family. The strife and the bitterness 
between the followers of one Lord—surely the most hateful of all strifes and 
all bitterness—would they exist if men really knew one another, and really 
knew Him? Perhaps really to know Him is, both first and last, the most 
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“practical” thing that we can do. We know quite well that “ the morality 
taught by Jesus is the morality of a person, and not of a code”; but we are so 
liable to think too much of other things, and too little of Him. And it is a fat— 
and in it, I think, lies a clue—that when people who truly love Our Lord, 
and on whose minds His image has begun to be graven, are talking together of 
Him, and thinking of Him alone, they know that, however divided they may 
be in their “spiritual allegiances,” there is in truth no gulf between them. 
P.W.M. 

Nore.—tThe second part of the above article, together with a final article on the Fourth 
Point of the Compass, will be published next month, and wil] conclude the series which Peter 
Monie began in these pages last January. They are now collected ready for publication at 
any time in the form of a little book, the price of which will probably be 1s. The extent of 
the demand for this will largely determine whether the printing can be undertaken yet, and 
all Branches, Groups and members who would be ready to buy copies will help the decision greatly 
if they will write a poftcard about it to the Registrar at Headquarters —Ep. 


THE COST OF BUILDING TOC H 
1. “ The good thing thus begun” 


Y AM (for this week at least) among the Lancashire lads, and opposite me, 
É as I write, hangs a terse truth about “ Home.” “ Home,” so it runs, 
“is where we grumble most, and are treated best.” The motto is worth bearing 
in mind, when the great family of Toc H, assembled in spirit month by month 
between the pages of this JourNaL, now only one of many Toc H journals 
published throughout the world, yet naturally premier among them all. So 
when you dip inside the Black and Amber cover, you are crowding in through 
your own front door. When you wipe your feet on the first article, you are 
only tripping up over your own doormat. When you sit down to digest 
what follows, you are at the family table murmuring against the continued re- 
appearance of the cold mutton ; when you come to the Branch News, you are 
listening to the table-talk of brother Jim, who’s had a good day, and of brother 
Bill, who’s had a bad one. This Journat is thus the only home in this life 
that will ever hold us all together, a feat now far beyond the Free Trade Hall in 
Manchester, as we shall shortly prove. Many notable Monthlies have a circu- 
lation far smaller than this JourNat of ours, which is never on public sale. 
Not that there is anything secret about it. Hundredshave had their first 
touch with Toc H through the loan of a copy here and there. But, primarily, 
the JouRNAL is the home of the Family, and—-as my motto says—a place 
pie sopsate to the airing of a grievance which figures and pricks our family 
ride. 
$ Now this problemof Finance, to which, with seasonable cheerlessness part of 
the November JOURNAL is devoted, is one in which no nagging or bullying spirit 
must be shown. That the case is serious, and a deep stain upon our common 
honour, is proved sufficiently elsewhere by those who guard our empty Treasury 
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and are expert in what Disraeli called the meaning of “ those damned digits.” 
Our responsibilities have grown past crediting, and our liabilities beyond the 
limit of our credit. Three years ago Toc H was a small affair with a surprising 
balance-sheet. To-day it is extending all over the world, but it is living 
largely on 1.0.U.’s. If it had not been given by God a unique group of anony- 
mous benefactors (most of whom can now do no more), and a percentage of 
unpaid whole-time staff—to which we cannot hope to add frequently—TIoc H 
would still consist of one House, one padre, a few London members and a 
scattered handful elsewhere. If you are proud of Toc H, you must pay for it 
proportionately as God prospers you. ‘The sliding scale of membership sub- 
scription is a tremendous aét of confidence in the earnestness and uprightness 
of every elected member. A Society founded in sacrifice cannot go forward 
Without the obligation of sacrifice being joyfully accepted by generation after 
generation of those who inherit its blessing. 

_ Few now know the inner history of the early days. Let me take some 
instances at random: a provincial Post-office worker, too old for the war, 
who in 1920 sent a// his War Savings’ Certificates to Toc H; a demobilised 
officer, who—in spite of a most precarious future—paid into Toc H the whote 
of his gratuity; another ditto, who—without telling me—invested his whole 
gratuity in helping to furnish Mark II; another, a junior architeé, just married, 
who sent an anonymous {100 in thanksgiving for the Upper Room where 
- Christ had come to him; another—a senior, well-off but with many claims 
upon him—who came shyly and secretly with £5,000 for a Chaplaincy endow- 
ment as his offertory for a single Communion, during the war; and then, all 
through those first years, a steady stream of cheques and postal orders, mostly 
from men who could most ill afford them. 

What can be said of the women’s share—the chief share—in building Toc 
H? There are eyes that will read these lines, half-fearfully lest I were to speak 
too clearly. Night by night, for years, these same eyes have been bent upon 
the pages of our other Treasury—the Treasury of Prayer and Praise. Yes, 
“ Praise ” especially, for women know more than any men the utter joy of sacri- 
ficial giving. Think of two letters which are framed together upon the walls 
of All Hallows—the one on the badly printed paper of a very small business, 
enclosing a whole week’s profit; the other, an old family heirloom for the 
auction-room ; and behind these stand, in the still deeper shadow of self-efface- 
ment, others again to whom our greatest gifts are due, and yet another 
who sold u1s last gift to her—a coat they bought together during his last leave. 
She could not now replace it, but it paid a part of our passage overseas in 1925. 

Here at Lancaster, I hear that a neighbouring town has still a heavy debt 
on its War Memorial Hall; which thus belongs more to the contractor than to 
those whose names and sacrifices it bears. To have Toc H in debt is no less 
disturbing and dishonourable. We had hoped to finish our task financially by 
now. A quarter of a million is a great sum, truly; but truly not too great for 
the finest and most salutary War Memorial in the world. If we cannot now 
complete it, and free it once and for all from the indignity of asking money 
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publicly, we, who are a% its Trustees, must at least make sure that it is cleared 
of debt, and able to go forward faithfully in the task God clearly wills for it. 


To do this will demand stern measures with ourselves; and quotas raised 
by whist-drives are a very poor alternative to personal and deliberate and 
painful giving. Perhaps the most painful giving in the history of Toc H was 
performed by the first Warden of Mark I, who left me, wrapped in financial 
gloom, one morning in 1920, and travelling to his office by underground, had 
his finger pinched by a too prompt porter in a carriage door. For this injury 
he obtained £3, which was duly laid by the bandaged hand “ at the Apostles’ 
feet.” Let his voice close this protracted paper ; for it is a watchword with him 
that every member of Toc H must learn to pay proportionately to his means, 
and with two thoughts in mind, viz. :— 

1. I must pay for every ounce of good I get. 

2. I must pay that Toc H may teach others. 

Practise this, and there need never be another Finance number of the JOURNAL. 

One final analogy. Our race has no finer achievement in this age than the 
building of Liverpool Cathedral—go and see it, if you doubt my words. Behind 
the springing of this great shrine stands a body of some thousands of devoted 
men and women in all circumstances and many opinions, united only as ‘“‘ Cathe- 
dral builders ”—a family of thousands who have learned the blessedness of 
eet giving to a great cause of God. Toc H needs and (I think) deserves 
the access of a spirit no less bold and joyful. Let it not be through any selfish- 
ness in you that its expansion should be arrested or its foundations insecute. 
Give what and when your Inner Light diGtates ; and let each one who makes a 
will, however humble, see to it that one final gift is thereby made to the work 
which enshrines the spirit of those who gave their all. z 

UBBY. 


2. Ways and Means 


Tubby has given us above many instances of personal sacrifice for the cause 
of Toc H. Undoubtedly there are many others, great and small, known only 
to those who have quietly made them and Him who set before His followers 
the example of the widow and her mite. Greatness is built on sacrifice ; in all 
spheres of life, those whose names are revered and honoured are thus looked 
up to because they have given all for the cause they believed in—Livingstone, 
Gordon, Father Damien are names of a few only of the countless host who, 
generation after generation, have inspired men to give all and count their loss 
as gain. We, indeed, in Toc H, have our foundations laid in sacrifice; each 
stone we build is consecrated by the blood of our Elder Brethren, each Lamp 
we light is a new pledge to remember and to perpetuate the glories of sacrifice. 
It makes it somewhat hard, therefore, to put forward any special plea for 
what inevitably involves some sacrifice to the family of Toc H when the basic 
reason for our existence is to keep alive and perpetuate this spirit. And yet, 
what are the facts ? Are we sceptical of the power of the instrument we are 
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trying to fashion that we are unprepared to go to any outlay needed for the 
forging of it? Have we such little faith in the ideals we profess that we draw 
back from making all the contribution which is essential to the spreading of 
those ideals ? 

There are a few members whom I have met who have been sceptical, or have 
professed a scepticism which has made one wonder why on earth they joined, 
but the great majority are honest believers and anxious to do all they can. 
They are giving personal service involving in many cases great sacrifices of 
time and worldly pleasures. I truly believe that if once they can see the need 
for their help in the dircétion of finance, these will gladly respond each accord- 
ing to his opportunities and powers. May I therefore make clear the position 
to-day ? In 1921 the responsibilities of Toc H were borne and the organising 
work was done by three padres and three laymen. The family consisted of forty 
Branches, all in the United Kingdom. To-day, eight whole-time and four part- 
time padres and twelve laymen have to serve one hundred and fourteen Branches 
and one hundred and twelve Groups at home. Over one hundred School 
Correspondents have to be kept in touch with and their schools visited, and 
help must be given to a great membership overseas in every English-speaking 
country in the world. Neither the Halifax nor the Swindon Houses have resi- 
dent padres, and reference to the list of Branches and Groups in the October 
JourNaL show that seven areas have no padres and nine are without area 
secretaries. Opportunities occur almost every day for taking the Lamp of Toc H 
into new distriéts, but nothing can be done because there is no carrier to take 
and tend it. And development further without guidance is a real danger. 
In Branches and Groups one visits one is constantly met with the complaint 
that no one from H.Q: ever comes to see them and help them—and yet during 
the past twelve months our Headquarters third-class travelling expenses in 
England alone amount to over £568, and this is more than we can afford. The 
Headquarter contributions of eight thousand members at £1 per head per year 
would keep us alive to-day as a self-supporting movement and not as a charity. 
Peter Monie’s article in the July Journat shows that our assured income (which 
does not include gifts for houses and chaplain endowments) cannot be reckoned 
at more than £6,180, of which members at present contribute £2,000. These 
figures show a deficit of £6,000 to be covered or, exclusive of members’ present 
contributions, £8,000 to be found. j 

£1 a head is just under 5d. a week—is this a big thing to ask? When we 
consider what we spend in tobacco, newspapers and magazines, and entertain- 
ment, the setting aside of 5d. a week does not involve a very great sacrifice 
in most cases, and the main difficulty is probably to acquire a habit. We often 
have our pockets uncomfortably loaded with coppers, and if an appeal is put 
before us at such moments we probably respond at once. Perhaps the establish- 
ment of a locked money-box in our Branch or Group meeting places, which 
could be used when we come together, might be useful. We have heard recently 
of a member who finds he can give a shilling a week to Toc H—by not smoking 
on one day of the seven; and one of the London Branches has lately found 
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a slightly painful enjoyment in holding a “ non-smoking week” for H.Q. 
funds. They were able to produce about £8 by putting in their normal smoking 
allowance, non-smokers assessing themselves at an average round about 4s. 
They held a smokers’ social at the end of the week and probably made them- 
selves thoroughly ill, but it was worth it. Undoubtedly the best system of all 
is systematic giving by setting aside a fixed sum every week and using the 
envelope system. H.Q. will willingly help to arrange such a scheme if enough 
Branches and Groups will adopt it. Of course an easier way is to ask your friends 
tO put up a concert or some other show and get the money through them, but 
does that really forward the cause of Toc H in the best spirit? I heard of a 
man who was a conscientious objector during the war, but he enlisted in the 
R.A.M.C. and did distinguished service as a stretcher-bearer. When he was 
discharged he found a big sum had accumulated as his share of war profits in 
his firm. He wouldn’t touch it himself, but used it for an industrial co-partner- 
ship experiment. The experiment failed, the money was lost, and his business 
career broken. Many may have called him a fool, but very few who knew the 
faéts did not admire and envy him the strength of his beliefs. Toc H will not be 
built up on the social service it does, the romance of its birth and growth, or the 
grandeur of its ideals, but on the faith and loyalty of its members. The widest 
expansion of Toc H that the most far-visioned of us can imagine will create 
no financial burden beyond that which our growing shoulders can bear, if each 
of us takes his fair share and make his own small personal sacrifices as earnest 
of the faith that is in us all. Gi 


3. The First Step 


In the July Journat our Honorary Administrator, Peter Monie, very clearly 
set forth what we require in the way of income in order that the Finance 
Committee of the Central Executive might be enabled to carry on what is 
absolutely necessary work free from financial anxiety. He gave some idea of 
the estimated income, of the estimated expenditure and of the estimated deficit, 
and I should like to take this opportunity of saying that this estimate will 
prove to be approximately correét as at the end of our financial year on 
O&ober 31. He particularly and at some length dwelt upon the duties of 
Branches and Groups and they were asked to give the proposals he outlined 
their earnest and careful consideration ; to read again the report of the discus- 
sion of the Central Council as printed in the May JOURNAL; and individually 
to tell us by the end of last month whether their share of the £2,000 per 
annum asked for would be forthcoming during the year upon which we have 
just entered. The Central Executive realises that although it suggests the 
absolute minimum of £10 a year from each Branch or Group as a contribution 
to Headquarters, there are a few Branches and Groups which for good reasons 
may not be able (at any rate during the current year) to raise such a sum; 
but it also realises that the majority of the Branches and Groups can not only 
raise £10 by a little concerted effort, but much more. 
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Members know that it is also our ambition to raise an Endowment Fund of 
at least {200,000 as soon as possible. This is not an easy task under present 
industrial conditions, but it will make it much easier for those of us at Head- 
quarters entrusted with the raising of this Fund if, in approaching people who 
are in the position to give us substantial sums, we can tell them that the 
members of Toc H themselves are making a big effort to pay a proportion of 
the annual expenditure. 

Toc H cannot hope to grow, nor can its organisation develop without the 
wherewithal to pay those who are willing to accept salaried appointments at 
what in many cases are mere sustenance allowances because of their real 
love for the Movement. : 

I therefore make an earnest appeal to every Branch and Group to give the 
matter its serious thought and attention; call a special meeting of your 
members before the end of this month for the express purpose of considering 
what is to be your quota towards Headquarters expenses between now and 
Oéfober 31, 1927. Let your agenda for such a meeting be limited to the 
following :— j ; 

(1) To consider how much we can pledge ourselves to raise during the 
next twelve months towards Headquarters expenses. Oe 

(2) To appoint a committee to devise ways and means of raising the 
money. 

(3) To instru& the Secretary to write to the Honorary Treasurer, Head- 
quarters, advising him how much he is to expe&t from the Branch (Group). 

I hope and expeét to hear from every Branch and Group by November 30 
so that the total sum promised may be announced at the Birthday Festival on 
December 11. 

Wa. A. Hurst, 
Hon. Treasurer 


Note: The statement in the July JOURNAL (p. 256), to which references are made on the two 
preceding pages, was as follows :—“ Taking the estimated expenditure first, the salaries of the 
padres now employed, plus £600 for additional appointments likely to be required (the Chap- 
laincies in Scotland and in Winnipeg are at present vacant) amount to £3,550. The Adminis- 
tration Staff (including Area Secretaries employed outside London) and the Office Sta ft 
requires £5,200. This figure includes nothing for additional Staff. It is based on the salaries 
now paid, plus a small amount for probable increases in the wages of some of the junior staff. 
All the other items of expenditure shown in the Headquarters account (including the rent and 
other expenses of the new offices) are estimated at £3,300. 

Expenditure is thus eftimated at £12,050 in all. 

Turning to the income side, membership subscriptions (Headquarters share only) are 
estimated at £2,000, interest on investments £870, interest on loans to Branches £460, net 
profit on sales of publications, diaries and badges, £360. To these has to be added donations 
to general and chaplaincy funds.” This item is a very uncertain one, and ordinary one 
are likely to be affeéted by any appeal for money for an endowment fund. The Centra 
Executive do not think that the assured income under this head can safely be assumed to 
exceed £2,500. Taking all these figures together— ae 

Income is eftimated at £6,180: leaving a deficit of £5,870, or, say, £6,000 to be covered. 
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ARMISTICE DAY—NOVEMBER 11, 1918—1920 


EOD LODO ELLOS 


U „tach one, man by man, has won imperishable 

, praise „each has won a glorious grave- not thar- 

: sepulchre of earch wherein they lie, bur the living 
tomb of everlasting remembrance wherein their 

glory is enshrined, remembrance thar will live on the lips. 

that will blossom in the deeds of their countrymen the— 

world over. For the whole earth is the sepulchre of heroes; 
Monuments may rise and tablets set up to them in their 
own land, but on far-off shores there is an abiding me- 
morial that no pen or chisel has traced; it is graven. not 
on stone or brass, but on the living heart of humanity. 
“Take these men foryour example. Like them remember 

that prosperity can be only for the Free, that Freedom 1s 
the sure passession of thase alone who have courage to 

defend it. 
Pericles. 


SOD LDLOOPLODDOODODODODODDDOOOOODEOOOOODOOOOOOOOLOO OOOO’ LOL 


These great words of a great man in a great age are surely suited to our much later time. Prricres was delivering his 
“ Funeral Oration” on the men of ATHENS wha had died in B.C. 431—the first year of the Peloponnesian War, and by this 
speech gawe to the fallen of his country—a tiny handful compared with our, ELDER BRETHREN—" a praise that grows net 
old" (as another and better known translation has it). The speech ts reported by Thucydides in his history (Book IT, § 43). 


“WITH PROUD THANKSGIVING” 


RMISTICE-TIDE year by year recalls—with a special vividness to 

us who called them our friends—the Elder Brethren of the War. But 
they do not stand alone ; they take their place in a grand succession of all the 
ages and they have their heirs. Let us take just one representative example 
this November for remembrance in these pages, and recount as simply as may 
be the story of his life and his passing over last July. 

Arthur Robert Shea-Butcher, of Toc H, Toronto, was born on February 1, 
1894, in Earls Court, London, the youngest of eight children whose parents 
were in quite humble circumstances. His mother died when he was only 15 
months old, and he was found a foster home at Cuddesdon, near Oxford, where 
a small sum was paid for him by his father, and after his father’s death in 1898, 
by his brothers. His early life was far from easy, and he was put to work at 
the age of 13 with a bricklayer. Another job was soon found for him—that of 
page at Cuddesdon Theological College. Here he was able to make up for 
some of the education which he had missed in earlier years. After about 
five years at the College he came to Canada, and found work in a similar College 
in Calgary under Dean Paget. 3 E 

When the war broke out, Bob, now 20 years old, immediately enlisted in 
the Calgary Dragoons, came to England with the first Canadian contingent, 
and was among the first Canadians to set foot in France. He began as mounted 
orderly to Captain Hamilton, and subsequently to General (afterwards Sir 
Arthur) Currie, who commanded the Canadian Forces. In this capacity 
he carried the Canadian pennant, both into Mons at the end of the war and 
at the head of the Canadian troops as they marched through the Streets of 
London; this trophy, given him by Sir Arthur, has been presented, in his will, 
to the War Museum at Ottawa. . 

On his return to Canada he intended to take up land, and after a brief ex- 
perience in the Far West returned to Ontario, to undergo an Agricultural Course 
at the Provincial College at Guelph. Finding no vacancy there he was thrown 
on his own resources in the City of Toronto. Here he went from position to 
position as work offered itself—in a Departmental Store for the Christmas 
trade, in an Express Office, with the Dunlop Tyre Co., with the Wilkinson 
Paper Co., in which last position he spent two years. In a letter to his brother 
early in this period, August 24, 1920, he wrote :—“ All my spare time I spend 
with Social Clubs and work among the old folks. It is a great work bringing 
sunshine into these people’s lives, and they certainly do appreciate it. I was 
never so happy in my life as since I undertook it. Of course, Pl never make a 
fortune while I’m doing this kind of thing, but what does it matter? My job 
at the Express Office brings me enough to live on and to pay my insurance, 
and I’ve nothing else to worry about: so I’m happy so long as Pm making 
someone else happy, even the humblest of God’s creatures.” — . 

During this same period, from 1920 to 1923, he was spending much of his 


spare time in boys’ work at St. James’ Cathedral. He had agenius for the manage- 
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ment of boys, and his sunny temperament impressed itself upon all 
who came in contact with him. So successful was he in this work that in 1923, 
Canon Plumtre, rector of St. James’ Cathedral, offered him a position on the 
staff. This involved the abandonment of all business propects, and was in 
fact a great venture of faith, since positions for laymen in the Church in Canada 
are very few. At almost any moment he might have found himself “ stranded.” 
But he faced the issue and threw himself with tremendous energy into this 
new and wider field. In three years at St. James’s he not only made his own 
immediate department perfecét in every detail, but exercised a real influence 
upon the whole boy life of Toronto. He always kept the spiritual uppermost, 
and made his boys feel that religion was both a natural and a happy thing. 
Nothing, he felt, was too good for them. He treated them as gentlemen, and they 
responded to his treatment. In every possible way he tried to secure the 
co-operation of the parents, and it was significant that in connection with the 
last sad accident, in which he and ten others lost their lives, and for which he 
must be held in some degree responsible, not one hard or bitter thing has ever 
been said about him by any of the bereaved families. They knew that he had 
only one desire, the happiness and welfare of the boys, and they could never 
think but kindly of him. 

Last May, after receiving a watch and a purse of gold from the Church, he 
became General Secretary of the Brotherhood of St. Andrews, with directions 
to promote specially the junior work. In this capacity he organised three 
camps, two for the younger boys, andone for Leaders. It was at this latter camp 
on Balsam Lake that the tragedy occurred, on July 20, 1926. The non-arrival 
of boats and supplies, upon which so much depended, led him to organise an 
expedition in a large war canoe, with a crew of fifteen. It was the intention, 
when they reached their destination—some six miles distant—to distribute 
the party in the various boats, and to return with the supplies to Camp. No 
one knows just how it happened : a stray wave perhaps combined with a sudden 
squall—and they were all in the water. A strenuous effort was made to paddle 
back to the shore, about half a mile away, but wind and wave were against 
them. Oneof the boys went down. First Bob directed them to shout together ; 
then led them, at their request, in prayer. As the weight of the boys told more 
and more heavily upon the sunken canoe, every ounce became of importance. 
“ Pm just a useless weight ” he said beneath his breath to Lambden, the next 
senior officer to himself. A few moments later, giving his comrade a look which 
plainly meant “ You take charge,” he pushed off, and was gone immediately 
—fot he was no swimmer, the only one in the party not at home in the water. 
Just as Oates in Scott’s Antartic Expedition felt himself a hindrance to the 
safety of his comrades, and walked out to perish in the blizzard, so our friend 
deliberately faced death that the others might have better chances of life. 

Of the fifteen in his boat only four returned. The citizens of Toronto set up 
a monument in their memory, in the Cemetery where seven of them lie side by 
side. In his will it was found that Bob had left $500 for the carrying on of 
the work of the Junior Brotherhood in St. James’s Cathedral. 
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“Bob” Butcher was a member of Mark IIC, Toronto, from its earliest 
days and was ever ready to be of any help he could, and shortly before his death 
addressed members of Mark II C at one of theGuest-Nights on “ Boys’ Work.” 
On his last visit to the House he spoke to the Warden about having a Dinner 
at the House for the boys after the-summer camps were over, at which pennants, 
&c., won at the camp would be presented. Bob was loved by all fis fellow 
members of Toc H, especially by those who came very intimately in touch 
with him and his work. Though there are few lives with regard to which the 
word “Complete” is used without some exaggeration, of Arthur Robert Shea- 
Butcher it is pre-eminently true “that he, being made perfe&t in a short 
time, fulfilled a long time.” F. B. W. 


THE KINGDOM OF THE WRONG 


A good many readers of the July JouRNAL were no doubt rather intrigued by an article headed 
“CHILDREN’S MEN,” the writer of which not only allowed himself to dream about some of the things 
which might be done for the sake of children, but hinted at a mysterious new organisation pledged 
to further their cause. The article which follows is by the same pen, and there is added to it some 
proof that “ Children’s Men” is“ more than rumour” —it is the beginnings of a body of living 
people. The promoters of it, most of whom are members of Toc H, have met a number of times ; 
and any communication addressed to the Secretary, “ Childrens Men,” 1, Queen Annes Gate, 
SW, will receive an answer—even tho ugh at the present time aregular Secretary is being sought. 


TTAHE little children see the colours blended: for them the flower-beds 

_ and the butterflies : they have not much to do with the strong opposites 
of brilliant sunshine and darkest midnights. Many grown men and women 
also shut their eyes to the glare of the light, turn away shuddering from the 
shadows of the darkness—the Light of Righteousness, the darkness of the evil. 
But a man who is fighting for the cause of his children, and who wishes to 
attack the things which are hurting them, must sometimes attend not at all 
to the mingled colours : he must brace himself to face the glory of the light 
and the horror of the darkness. Ignoring problematical greys, he must sce 
certain evils as Black, and certain opposing goods as White. At certain times 
he must admit no extenuating circumstances. A fireman arriving at the fire 
pauses not a moment to admire the beauty of the lambent flames. Policemen, 
in the thick of clearing up a street mé/ée, are not concerned with the beauty 
of the physical contours of the chests and arms engaged. And so in this our 
war. At this early stage of our development let our little group of “ Children’s 
Men” remember that where the hardest blows are to be struck by voice or 
pen or hand, black must be black, wrong must be wrong. Exaggeration 1s 
not needed, but plain statement is required. In such attack as I am now about 
to make, there are enemies to be deffroyed, and that without parleying. 

For our encouragement, let me say at the outset that never on any banner 
has been emblazoned a better watchword for combining as one man all sincere 
men than this watchword which is ours, “ In the Name of the Child.” 
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In the nameof the Child, then, I call for support from “ Children’s Men ” 
in this attack on three strongholds of the Enemy: namely (1) the daily hour 
of national disgrace (10 to 11 p.m. week-days, 9 to 10 p.m. Sundays); (2) The 
prostitutes ; (3) The black-backed shrikes (the hawks that feed on gamblers). 
So then: 

(1) The pubitc-houses on this side the Thames from 10 to 11 week-days, from 
9 to 10 Sundays. Saturdays and Sundays the glaring instances, but any day 
the evil can be seen. Take Sunday for our instance. Just after 9 o’clock 
across Vauxhall Bridge, for cxample, the buses and the trams are bringing 
loads of drunken or nearly drunken men and women. A certain public house, 
with, they tell me, 12 years of life yet, close by the approach to one of our great 
London railway termini, is a good place to see the alcoholic disembarka- 
tion. No fiend as artist could show more of the human-face-in-liquor in its 
various uglinesses. And they have come here, men and women, for fifty 
minutes, for fifty minutes of wore drinking. Any tram-conduétor will tell you 
how much he dreads the chance that may make his tram one in the first lot after 
closing time by-and-by. There are not often children to watch them at this 
particular pub’s focus. Nearer the river you will find the children-audiences. 
And all the children, whom we men serve, are very deeply concerned. There 
are children, remember, waiting to be put to bed by those women when ¢hey 
come home from their drunken travels. The police will tell you that if the 
hour of closing was the same on both sides the river, then the evil would be 
much less. And we are responsible, we rate-payers and voters. For the law 
in its two bits demands it, and rate-payers on either side of the river have 
demanded the law. 

(2) The proftitutes in Villiers Street and its tributaries. The other night 
(Midsummer-night it was), with a scholar-man with whom I had been enjoying 
the kind of supper which hungry men who have much to talk of make a long 
and pleasant supper, in the hour before midnight I was passing the portals 
of the Royal Society of Arts, when from a side-alley in front of us a Child (she 
looked not more than sixteen) quietly danced out, danced on to the pavement, 
danced into the street, danced back in front of us. She had certainly been 
treated (as well as maltreated, poor lost one !), but she was not drunk : she was 
only plying in playful fashion for hire—a horrible, ghastly dance of death. 
The authorities do their best as I believe. At regular times when the evil is 
most rampant, the clean, good faces of the uniformed policewomen make quite 
different some of those street corners. But the little hotels do their best, too. 
From a paragraph in the Times of June 15 last I quote here, leaving out names of 
persons and locality (but it was this locality): “ As the result of police raids 
on two hotels ————, Manager of (one hotel), and — , Manager of 
(another hotel), were each fined {100 and five guineas costs by Sir Charles Biron 
at Bow Street Police Court yesterday for permitting the premises to be used for 
improper purposes. ...... Mr. Rotton, for the Westminster City Council, 
said that the (first hotel) was kept under police observation for a week, and 
during that period fourteen women were seen to visit there with 121 different 
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men. Both defendants were employed as managers ; the proprietors had kept 
well in the background, so that the police had found it impossible to obtain 
evidence against them.” Think, “ Children’s Men,” all, of The Disease that 
thus is spread! There is not anything but black in this. 

(3) “ Black-backed Shrikes.” The frontage of Leicester Square Tube, facing 
Charing Cross Road, with the pavements immediately adjoining, is the preying 
ground of these Butcher-birds. I watch them with interest often, on the way 
to or back from my own daily work. I watch them not without thankfulness 
that none of the little human birds they feed on are among my own crowd of 
friends. Black-backed I have called them, with no particular hint that they 
never wear colours. I could go one better, and call them Black-hearted. At 
any rate their faces show that their hearts have been blackened to some 
extent by the grime and dust and dirt of their occupation. Go and look for 
yourselves at this collection of clever manipulators of the brains and tfeasury- 
notes of the Horse-stricken. Midday to two o’clock is their special two 
hours. Regard the way they smile, the way they greet each other. See 
two of them when the expeéted third has joined them. Pick out, if you can, 
the pigeon among the hawks. Sometimes you will be wrong. That little 
man with the soft face and the receding chin is the hawk, that Napoleon 
talking to him has the brains of a rabbit! But from the children’s point 
of view—what is wrong here? Just the strings that pull the play of the 
dangling gamblers : those dangling gamblers that were, some of them, happy 
and prosperous daddies before the Demon “Greed of Coin” with the wand 
of Chance made puppets of them. And when the strings break, there are no 
boards to fall on: no board, but a gap, a gap where I hear the children 
crying, where I see the mothers mourning in the ruined homes. I have 
watched that company playing at midday fairly often: even in their 
merriment, from the children’s point of view, I see only wrong. 

So much, then, for my indiétment of these three lines of outposts of the 
Kingdom of the Wrong. What means of attack have we as “ Children’s 
Men”? Here I am reminded of one of the most useful talks which I have ever 
listened to. To a roomful of men it was a talk by a man in high authority in 
Johannesburg, on “ The Colour Question.” He gave us the picture, in general 
and in particular, and it was appalling. And he finished with some such 
sentence as this : “ There is the problem: I do not know the solution, if there 
is a solution.” If he had given a solution, I do not think he would have done 
so much good as he did do by just leaving us with the problem to be faced and 
worried at in each man’s own mind. So, for the time being, I will leave our 
problem of these three fortresses of the Kingdom of the-Wrong painted-in in 
black, and with no white light thrown upon it. But, later on, if you will hear 
me, you shall hear of “ The Kingdom of the Right,” which belongs of right to 
the children : and how there might be new outposts thrown out from / against 
the wrong in three places which I have here been showing to you. 


Tk Ckik pkk, 
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CHILDREN’S MEN: CONSTITUTION (PROVISIONAL). 


An Extraordinary General Meeting, held at Toc H Headquarters on Oftober 21, to consider 
the future of Children’s Men, approved the following Provisional Conftitution :— 

(1) THE objeéts set out below shall form the basis of the organisation to be called “ Children’s 
Men.” 

(2) Children’s Men shall consist of members who shall be known as “ Children’s Man” or 
“ Children’s Woman.” They shall be elected by the Governing Committee after being duly 
proposed and seconded, and shall (a) pledge themselves to further the objetts hereinafter set 
out, by their personal efforts ; (4) pay an annual subscription of 1s. 

(3) The initial Governing Committee shall consist of not more than 20 C.M. or C.W. of whom 
a majority shall be members of Toc H. The first members shall be—(This initial Committee 
is not yet appointed.)—with power to co-opt to vacant seats from time to time as local sub- 
committees are formed. 

(4) There shall be a Treasurer and a Secretary, the latter paid or unpaid, who shall be ap- 
pointed by the initial committee. The Treasurer and the Secretary, if unpaid, shall be ex-officio 
members of the Committee. 

(5) The initial Committee and Officers shall hold office until December 31, 1927, thereafter 
a new Committee and Officers shall be eleéted annually on such conditions as may be previously 
decided. 

(6) Local Committees consisting of not more than five C.M. or C.W. shall be formed from 
time to time to develop the work within specified localities. These Local Committees shall 
in the first instance be appointed by the Governing Committee. 

(7) The Governing Committee shall prior to December 31, 1927, prepare a Constitution. 
This Constitution shall be such as will qualify “ Children’s Men ” for affiliation to Toc H. 

(8) The objeéts shall be :— 

(a) To study the needs of children and to work for their benefit and the safeguarding 
of their heritage. 

(4) To enlist praftical sympathy in the cause of the children, particularly from hitherto 
untouched sources, in the direétion of financial help and personal service. 

(c) In the first place, to support in the members’ own neighbourhood existing organisa- 
tions working for the benefit of children, and, in the second place, to inaugurate 
and maintain new work where there is no existing provision. 

(d) To co-operate, as far as is possible, with all men and women who have the cause 
of the children at heart regardless of religious and political differences. 

(9) For general purposes “Children” shall be deemed to mean children up to the age 
of 14 years. 

(10) A special decorative receipt purporting to come from the children themselves shall 
be sent to every contributor to the Children’s Fund. ‘This Fund shall be administered by 
the Governing Committee for the bencfit of the children, and shall be kept distingt from the 
Administration Account, into which latter Account members’ subscriptions will be paid. 


Nore: In a recent letter to the Editor about Childrens Men, Canon T. W. Pym says :— 

“ I was lately talking to a woman who has done fine and in some respeéts original work 
amongst the children of very poor homes in the east endof London... . She concluded in 
some such way as this—‘ I wish there could be in the House of Commons and throughout the 
country a new party who looked at every question from the point of view of the child as he 
now is and of the next generation as it might be.’ We may be far from this perhaps impossible 
idea, but at any rate it is encouraging to hear of a Group determined to lay its emphasis 
upon children and to promote the growth of this emphasis in the minds of other people.” 
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A NEW PILGRIM’S PROGRESS—XIX 


ae latest despatch from our African pilgrim, which we print herewith, will be the last 

of the tour to reach us from overseas; “ Uncle Harry ” and Mrs. Ellison are due to 
land in England on November 15. We are particularly glad to be able to add also a 
short report from Mrs. Ellison on the beginnings of the League of Women Helpers in South 
Africa, for which she has worked gallantly. Extraéts from a report of the First Eastern 
Province Conference, to which Padre Ellison refers in his letter, are also appended. For the 
test there will be much for our envoys, Toc H and Toc Emma, to say when they get home. 
An eager welcome awaits them, 

Cape Town, 
October 7, 1926. 

My Dear “ Journalists,” —This looks as if it will be, for the present anyhow, my last letter 
to you from this wonderful “ Land of Promise” in Toc H affairs. I expeét to have to pen 
my final one in one of “ London’s Own” fogs, and in a fifth floor office at Headquarters 
(without a lift). I am writing this in what, I always maintain, is about the most beautiful 
home in the world, where we are the guests for a few days of Archbishop and Mrs. Carter. 
The pergola below my window is a mass of roses and bougainvillea at one end, and of wistaria 
at the other; steps lead down to the dream-garden below with its backing of giant oaks 
and pines ; and, towcring above us to the left, rise the 3,500 ft. crags and precipices of Table 
Mountain. The hardships of Toc H work in South Africa! In reality it is typical of the 
never-failing welcome which has been given to Toc H out here since we landed over five 
months ago, whether by the “Man in the Street,” the clergy of every kind, and not least of 
all, the Press, in fact by that “ Everyman ” for whom Toc H exists. I shall hope to have 
another chance of emphasising this. Meanwhile, the memory of it all and one’s gratitude 
have cut very deep. 

At the moment we are having a short break before the final meetings, and the last stage 
of this “Jong trail.” If I am not mistaken my last news was sent after the Kimberley meetings. 
It has been a month of crowded experience, and varied memories, all equally good, with the 
possible exception of a day of dust and bitter wind at a place not to be mentioned in this 
chronicle of excellent happenings! Incidentally, for the benefit of those who will have to 
Suffer from one’s inevitable reaftions a month or so hence, I may mention that we have had 
to use our “ brollics ” a day or two since for the second time only since we left England nine 
months ago | 

Bloemfontein, where Harry Devis (late of Bristol) has been acting as pioneer, was largely 
a question of talking to Schools and to ’Varsity students, but we had a fine town meeting, and 
their Group reports excellent beginnings since then. There is even a chance that the first 
S. African Journal may see the light shortly at Bloemfontein, an event much to be desired. 
A Bishop for chauffeur (a. m.) and a Dean (p. m.) are also events which claim to be recorded, 
I think. From there I carried off Devis on a 14-hours’ train journey for a week-end Conference 
of Eastern Province Groups at Cookhouse, Bert Oldfield is sending a report of this, and 
I will merely say that it was as inspiring and helpful as it was unexpected, in view of the fact 
that it had to be arranged by him at ten days’ notice. It is a joy to me personally to think 
that Cookhouse is going to make Toc H history in S. Africa, firstly because it was the scene 
of the first Conference, in the country to which delegates had to converge from pretty big 
distances, and secondly because they have gone so far to prove, as I asked them to do, that 
Toc H can take root as firmly in a Railway Camp as in the bigger centres. They must 
certainly be marked in red letters in any future Toc H map. Good luck to “ Paddy ” Waide, 
Bobs Weddell, Billy Garner and their merry men l 
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A two days’ rest up in the mountains, and then plump into Port Elizabeth, which had to be 
postponed till now. My hope is that in future Eastern Province Conferences a mighty 
Strong Port Elizabeth Group will have its full representation. I think of two great mectings 
(one of them for women only) in the City Hall, various other talks, and finally a meeting of 
close on 100 men who had signed on as “ probationers,” after church on the Sunday night 
before I left, to get down to details of group working. Purvis, late of Southampton, is the 
best of acting correspondents. A good proportion of them on the floor of the chairless 
restaurant store-room in which we met; the others free to help themselves to stores of every 
kind round the walls! It was a mystery how the coffee managed to circulate as it did. A 
tight fit, my masters, but a merry one and a great memory. The rest of nine days were 
frankly holiday ones in some of the most beautiful scenery in S. Africa, the Knysna forest 
and its neighbourhood. It would take a page or two to try to describe it, and I won’t even 
attempt it, except to tell of the delight of being entertained by various old friends, and of 
meeting once more the Bishop of George and Mrs. Sidwell. However, we managed at 24 
hours’ notice to get small meetings at both George and Mossel Bay, and at the latter place I 
was allowed to talk to the George Synod which was sitting. George excelled itself by having 
about 7o men present at their first group mecting, whereas only about 20 had been to my 
original meeting. Some aéting correspondent, I am thinking! And so on to the Cape 
Peninsula. It was rather wonderful on each stage of the journey from Port Elizabeth to 
Cape Town to find a desperately keen Toc-Acher as a fellow traveller on the train, one from 
Pretoria and another from Grahamstown (both on their way to Oxford) and to be greeted at 
my first meeting in Cape Town by another, equally keen, from Port Elizabeth. I guarantee 
that it will not be long before Toc H Oxford knows of Harold Smart and Stewart Richardson ! 

At Cape Town a small group of men had been paving the way under Padre le Mesutier’s 
good leadership. C. F. Walsh and Reggie Kerswell are not unknown at Worthing and 
elsewhere, nor Dick Coyne at Sheffield, I gather. Anyhow, the City Hall gave us on the first 
night one of the best meetings ever, when the Cape Town Central Group was formed with 
88 applicants. Hats off to the Mayor for his Chairmanship ; for staying to the bitter end 
when he had said that he was too unwell to stop more than 10 minutes ; for threatening Tubby 
with the biggest of city banquets when he comes (when ?), and for the enthusiastic advocacy 
of Toc H. Groups have followed at Salt River and Claremont, and I have meetings still to 
come at three of four other centres. We also hope to have a big final meeting of all groups 
in the Peninsula on the 27th (two days before we sail), at which I hope to be able to initiate 
the first full members from the three groups already formed. 

The Cape Peninsula will certainly not take an unworthy place in the Toc H South Africa 
that is to be. The first organisation in a vast country like this must be on provincial 
lines, and there are already 35 groups of good men and true getting right down to it with 
some 1,500 of the very best enrolled as probationer members. That “ Kruschen feeling ” 
is very much in the air, and the family out here will very soon become conscious of its unity 
and of its immense possibilities for this beloved Land of Sunshine and problems. God be 
with them! 

Yours as ever in Toc H, 
Harry ELLISON. 


L. W. H. in SOUTH AFrica. 
Odfober 6, 1926. 
Reference to the L. W. H. has been made more than once in the “ New Pilgrims Progress,” 
so perhaps the time has come for a short report on the “ Toc Emmas ” out here. 
There have been many thrilling, if somewhat alarming, moments, as when a wretched 
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L.W. H. member, who has never considered herself a speaker, was confronted in Durban 
with a large and representative audience especially invited by the Mayoress. Also sur- 
prising ones, as when the Mayoress of Salisbury (Rhodesia) arranged a Meeting at less than 
24 hours’ notice, and the room was packed to overflowing. Luckily, on both occasions 
Toc H was there to do most of the talking. 

It is also somewhat disconcerting to find oneself reported in one place as saying that the 
L. W. H. tries “ to fit square pegs into round holes, and round pegs into square ones” ! 

It has not been possible to hold Women’s Meetings everywhere, but L. W. H. has made 
a real beginning. Johannesburg and Durban are now quite old hands. They have already 
initiated their first full members, are meeting regularly (Johannesburg once a fortnight, 
and Durban weekly), and are steadily getting down to the question of “ jobs.” 

Johannesburg L. W. H. have just been helping Belgravia (Jo’burg) Toc H with the 
running of a fortnight’s holiday camp for boys arranged and organised by Belgravia. They 
have also taken charge of the distribution of the Toc H Journats and of the Toc H literature, 
for propaganda purposes, and have been kept busy with constant orders for despatch to 
different places on our travels. Durban are hoping to do their bit towards the furnishing 
of a room for the Durban Toc H Group; hospital visiting, Child Welfare, and work for the 
Anti-Waste Departments are among their other jobs. 

Groups are starting in Rhodesia, in Salisbury and Gwelo, the former full of plans for a 
possible Girls’ Club. Kimberley has a small group starting, and Port Elizabeth were to 
hold their first regular Group Meeting the week after we left there. Pretoria and East London 
have their keen General Branch members, and the formation of regular working groups in 
these places may, I hope, be the next step. There is to be a meeting in Cape Town very 
shortly, and enquiries about the L. W. H. are already many and numerous. 

Conditions are not easy out here, and there are many difficulties both as regards meetings 
and the “ jobs,” but it is clear that the L. W. H. has a big niche to fill, and difficulties are 
there to be overcome. N. H. E. 


Tue EASTERN PROVINCE CONFERENCE. 

The Conference assembled at Cookhouse on September 4-5. Padre Ellison in the chair. 
Delegates present: Keiskama Hoek, H. V. Oldfield; East London, J. McKinley Sims ; 
Cookhouse, F. Waide; Somerset East, J. T. Grey Harries ; Alice, C. E. Piggott; King- 
williamflown, G. Whittaker; Bloemfontein, H. Devis. Grahamstown was not represented. 
Harry Ellison arrived at midday, and the first session was held from 3 to 5.30 p.m. in the 
School Room. Delegates were asked in turn by the Chairman to give an account of the 
doings of their respe&tive Groups. Bert Oldfield spoke first for Keiskama Hoek, the pioneer 
Branch in Africa. East London, now reorganised, appeared to be making good progress. 
Cookhouse, Somerset East and Alice gave good accounts of themselves. Kingwilliamstown 
seemed the weakest brother, and the Chairman asked other Groups to give them a “leg up” 
whenever possible. 

On Saturday evening all delegates attended a full meeting of Cookhouse Group, when 
their first members, together with five from Somerset East and the delegates from Alice and 
Bloemfontein were initiated by the Padre with the Keiskama Hoek (Gilbert Talbot) Lamp. 
Padre Ellison then gave an account of his tour up to date. He said that Toc H had been 
received with open arms wherever he had gone, that 31 Groups had already been formed 
during his tour of 9,000 miles, and that about 1,200 probationers were now awaiting member- 
ship. He had Still to visit Port Elizabeth, the George diocese and the Western Province, 
and anticipated leaving about 4o Groups behind when he sailed in October. With the 
singing of Rogerum the meeting ended at 10.15 p.m. 
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On Sunday morning Padre Ellison celebrated at a corporate Communion for the Anglican 
members and their friends in St. Pauls Church. The Conference sat again at 10 a.m. to 
discuss the Executive Committee for the Eastern Province. It was decided to ask for the 
ele€tion of six members (one each from Keiskama Hoek, East London, Port Elizabeth and 
Grahamstown, one from Alice and Kingwilliamstown combined, and one from Cookhouse 
and Somerset East combined), with Bert Oldfield, Registrar, as an ex officio member. This 
Executive to be approved by the Central Executive at home, and to mect at East London 
in January, 1927. It was unanimously agreed that every working member should pay a 
Subscription of 2s. to H.Q., London, and 6d. to the Eastern Province Executive—this to be 
retrospective ; any further subscriptions and general members’ subscriptions to go to the 
Eastern Province Executive as a nucleus of a fund for the expenses of a Federation. Many 
other questions of vital importance to the progress of Toc H in the Eastern Province were 
raised. The Padre then talked on jobmastering, and suggested a great variety of jobs as 
suitable for members in South Africa. 

At 3 p.m. Cookhouse members motored the delegates out in six cars to the famous Golden 
Valley, where they had tea and laid the foundations of another possible Group. At 7 p.m. 
they all attended the Wesleyan Church (it being “ Wesleyan Sunday ” in Cookhouse), and 
the Minister, Padre Glasson, a member of Somerset East Group, spoke fincly on “ Brother- 
hood”; the Keiskama Hoek Lamp was given a prominent place in the Church. 

The Conference opened its last sitting at 9 p.m., when Harry Ellison, Bert Oldfield, Waide, 
Weddell, Devis, McKinley Sims and Garner all emphasised the real meaning of Toc H— 
unity and brotherhood in service. Cookhouse were heartily thanked for rising so splendidly 
to the occasion, and the Padre closed with prayers at 10 p.m. 

A meeting was held at Alice on the way back, at which Bert Oldfield initiated the 25 
members present and all officers with the Lamp. The total membership in the Eastern Pro- 
vince up to date is 353, made up as follows :—Kciskama Hoek, 22 ; East London, 52; King- 
milliamstown, 12; Alice, 30; Cookhouse, 44; Somerset East, 31; Grahamstown, 65; 
Port Elizabeth, 97. 


MARK I (U.S.A.) MOVES HOUSE 


E NETON Toc H has been busy moving house, and the first details about it 
Y reach us via two letters to Sawbones, whom the Mark reckons as its “ godfather.” 
The Warden, Herman Pritchard (“ Pritch ’’), writes from the new address (219 C Street) on 
O&tober 10 :—“ It seems many moons since you bade this infant Group farewcll—to toddle 
along on its infantile way without an experienced guide. Nevertheless, by religiously following 
your advice and instructions we dare to believe considerable progress has taken place in the 
family circle. It is encouraging, you bet. Shortly a consolidated report of all past activities 
will be sent to headquarters.” Hugh Ketchum (Canadian by birth, who became well- 
known to many members over here during his stay in England, and who has now been sent 
over to help with Toc H in Washington) writes by the same mail :—“ We are in yet another 
House—moved less than a fortnight ago, the day after I arrived, and, ‘ believe me, kid,’ she’s 
a beauty! It is down in a less salubrious part of the town, but right across from a boys’ 
club . . . . we are in the reftory of Trinity Church, on the corner of Third and C Streets, and 
our kitchen is direétly under the altar of the church—it’s even connected with it by a spiral 
Staircase. My breath was fairly taken away when I blew in twelve days ago. Coleman 
Jennings, ‘C. J. and Roley Hohn met me at the station, and from that minute I’ve felt the 
atmosphere of a really corking Group of Toc H. . . . All except have been initiated as 
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members, and it is a truly happy family. The first evening I got here the House orchestra 

struck up after dinner, just to show me what they could do—Roley on the piano, Pritch with 

his violin, Bill Pritch on his cornet, and Ralph Heming, a non-resident, operating with great 

effeton the banjo! The job side of things is going well, too. Every man has some absorbing 

interest, the Y.M.C.A., Scouts, Hospital visiting, Neighbourhood House, Church clubs, etc., 

and I expeét we shall have a finger or two in the Boys’ Club as soon as it opens. Last Wed- 

nesday we had our firstGuest-Night in the new House. Pryor Grant, Seth Pierrepoint, Robert 

Wolf, Lew Lukins and Louis Washburn came down for the house-warming and a meeting 
of the National Executive (of Toc H, U.S.A.), and we must have crammed more than eighty 
people in this double club-room. Bishop Freeman (Bishop of Washington) came and made a 
good speech in which he gave his undiluted approval to Toc H. We sang Rogerum and The 
King of Caratacus with great effeét, and altogether it was a wonderful evening. . . . The night 
before the guest-night the two ‘ Pritchs’ and I were up until the small hours getting the 
place to look more like Toc H, and Bill did wonders with brush and paints. When the guests 
arrived next evening they found not only the traditional guest-book sign and the ‘ Pessimists 
Way Out’ one, done in black and amber in the hall, but also a framed replica of the ‘ Al 
Rank Abandon’ sign hung at the end of our club-room. .. . One of our guests was inspired to 
make a splendid short speech on our motto.... Pritch, as Warden, conduéted the Initiation 
ceremony, when five Washington boys and Louis Washburn of Philadelphia were formally 
taken into the family. Mrs. Wylie and her daughters have been simply marvellous during 
our moving, and now we are pretty well settled.” 


NEW TOC H COLOURS 


(OMS to the fa& that our old colours are the same as those of many other organisations 
and that almost every outfitter in the country is able to sell them to all and sundry, 
the Central Executive has given authority for a new colour to be registered. This registration 
enables us to limit the manufacture of the materials to specially appointed manufacturers 
who may only supply ties and other Toc H goods to Headquarters or its duly appointed 
representative. Under these circumstances Toc H ties in future can only be procured from 
our official outfitter, Charles Thompson, or from Branch and Group Secretaries, thus enabling 
us to be quite sure that ties are only purchased by Members of Toc H. It has been felt for 
some time that this safeguard is very necessary and it is hoped that the steps taken will be 
approved by all. 

The new colour is the same as before, with the addition of a thin silver stripe on either side 
oe the amber stripe, and looks very effective. The tie is being supplied in two qualities as 
ollows :— 

(1) In cotton poplin, specially noted for its hard wear, 2s. 6d. each, plus 2d. postage. To 

Branch andGroup Secretaries at 27s. per doz., plus 6d. postage, for sale at 2s. 6d. each. 

(2) In silk, of a much better quality than the old tie, 3s. Gd. each, plus 2d. postage. To 

Branch and Group Secretaries at 39s. per doz., plus 6d. postage, for sale at 3s. 6d. 
each. The profits are, of course, intended for your Branch (or Group) funds. 

The manufacturers have promised the first delivery by the middle of November, so will you 
please send your orders as soon as possible, to Charles Thompson, 36, Jamaica Road, London, 
5.E.16, who has made arrangements to deal with them in strict rotation, as soon as supplies 
are received. Overseas Branches and Groups are asked, whenever possible, to send cash with 
order. (In these cases the postage will be more.) Members sending orders for their individual 
needs should also enclose their cash, but they are strongly recommended to obtain ties from 
their own Secretaries. wW. J.M. 
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THE NEW KNUTSFORD 


ROUD possessors of the first edition of the Tales af Talbot House will find that the very last 

words in the book are these :—“* The address of the poor old padre is Service Candidates’ 
School, Knutsford, Cheshire ; and (after Christmas) c/o St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, W.C.2.” 
Turning back a few pages to Appendix III in which Tubby dreams (originally for the benefit 
of readers of the St. Martin's Messenger of April, 1919) about a new “ Talbot House for 
Trafalgar Square” you will find this explanation: “ AU this is not yet. First, there is a 
sentence of six months’ hard labour to run; ‘shades of the prison-house begin to close’ 
about Talbot House and its dramatis personae—in other words, the Service Candidates’ 
School, now opening in Knutsford Prison, is too great to admit other sowing yet.” Appendix III 
is not reprinted in the new edition of the Ta/es, and, even if it were, it might be a little obscure 
to modern readers. It is safe to say that to the majority of our present membership “ Knuts- 
ford ” stands only for the name of a Group in the list of which little is known, and that Tubby’s 
occasional references in a speech here or there to his “ time in gaol” are utterly puzzling. 
Every member knows (or should know) that Toc H was born after the War in Red 
Lion Square, one of the least known squares in London, and not—“ according to plan ”— 
in Trafalgar Square, the best known in the Empire. But what about Knutsford ? It does 
not at al] deserve to be forgotten. 

The strain of the War, while it was actually in progress, obviously had very different spiritual 
effects on different individuals. If it unsettled some men’s convictions, it strengthened those 
of others : if it deterred some from carrying through their earlier intention to take orders, 
it called forth the intention in the minds of others for the first time. Not a few serving soldiers 
of all ranks (and some of them “ unlikely ” men, at first sight) made up their minds to become 
parsons if they lived to get home. ‘The first tiny embryo of a fund which should make the 
training of these men possible was to be found in a money-box in Talbot House, Poperinghe, 
and the first contribution to it was given in memory of Edmund Street, whose sword stands 
for a token, unsheathed beside the altar in All Hallow’s Church * Tubby’s first job, on 
returning home, was not to found Toc H but to find a building and to help found the Service 
Candidates’ Schoolinit. The building that was discovered was the empty Prison at Knutsford 
(“ Cranford” of Mrs. Gaskell’s evergreen story), and there Foundation Members of Talbot 
House like F. R. Barry (as Principal) and Tubby and J. H. Nicholson of Bristol (as teachers) 
set to work to make the joyful “Toc H spirit ” triumph over stone walls and bare courtyards 
and iron bars and narrow prison cells. The School is thus younger than Talbot House and 
older than Toc H, and it is intimately bound up with both. 

The experiment succeeded—how well a great accession, part of a whole new generation, 
of Anglican clergy is beginning to show. The School, it must always be remembered, was 
never intended to be—and is not— a theological college. Its official name is the “ Test School ” 
and its job is to “ try out ” men who believe that they are called to the Ministry of the Church 
of England, but whose incomes and opportunities of education have not hitherto been sufficient. 
It teaches men of all classes and parties up to the Matriculation standard and fits them to 

go on to university or theological college ; as far as possible it supports them with money in 
the later stages of their training. 

Up to 1922 the National Assembly of the Church of England regarded the Test School 
officially and helped it with a grant. Since then (the original generation of Service candidates 
having passed out) it has been carried on voluntarily and unofficially, but with the approval 
of the Church. Later the School moved out of the bleak surroundings of the Prison to a 
house in Knutsford, and now it is about to move once more. On January 13, 1927, it re-opens 

* See Note to Letter XVII in August Journat (P. 295) 
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in the old Reftory at Hawarden, as the result of a generous offer from Mr. Henry N. Gladstone. 
“One of the biggest and best of all the old Reétory Houses in the Kingdom, together with 
several acres of beautiful old garden and a lump sum in cash such is the offer.” It is a 
long house, begun in the 17th century, continued in the 18th, and now about to have a wing 
added so that it will accommodate forty men. In its drawing-room Archbishop Benson, 
taken ill in church and carried across to the Reétory, breathed his last; and a stone’s throw 
away stands St. Deiniol’s Library, W. E. Gladstone’s great legacy to the scholars of the world. 
The old garden looks out over the city of Chester and the estuary of the Dee. “ Knutsford ” 
has indeed found a worthy home, in which it will retain its old name. 

“Greaso”” of Leicester, now training at Knutsford, writes: “ We do not feel we can go 
forth to our new venture without asking for the interest, sympathy and prayers of * K ° men 
who are members of Toc H, and of Toc H men who know and remember that “ K ” Still exists 
and is still lusty enough to have growing pains.” Let us all therefore think specially of Knuts- 
ford and the little Toc H Group which is “ going Strongly ” still withinit. Perhaps some of us 
could help to lighten the “ growing pains ’—for this new growth still needs about £1,000. 
Anything we can put forward in wishes, prayers and money will be a thankoffering to 
the place which has given, and is giving, us some of our best padres, and in which the plans 
for Toc H, reborn after the War, were so largely laid. B. B. 


A TOC H JOB FORS ERS SOLDIER 


Pee ces Advisory Committee of Toc H has recently been appointed to help with 
all questions in which Toc H is concerned with men in the Navy, Army and Air Force. 
This Committee at present consists of the following Commander Rodney Scott, A.M., R.N., 
Major-General L. Oldfield, C.B.E., D.S.O., Flight-Captain A. S. Godman, C.M.G., DSO. 
Rev. H. J. Fleming, C.M.G., C.F., Rev. J. H. Bateson, C.B.E., Lieut.-Col. R. C. Grant, O. B.E. 
One such question in which Toc H has proved that it has a contribution to make is that of the 
time-expired soldier about to return to civilian life. An expetiment was made by the York 
Branch, encouraged by General “ Tim” Harington, the success of which has led us to offer 
the same service to the military authorities in other Commands. This offer has been accepted 
by the War Office. 

i The York Branch last winter co-operated with the authorities of the Northern Command 
in the establishment of a “ Civil Employment Advisory Scheme,’ with a view to giving le&tures 
to soldiers about to become time-expired, in order to ft them for whatever civil employment 
they wished to take up, and to prevent their being too much handicapped through lack of 
knowledge of the “ sharks ” lying in wait for them and the pitfalls laid for the inexperienced. 
A committee was appointed consisting of representatives of the military authority and of 
local Branches of Toc H. In the case of York Lieut.-Col. Maude, the D.A.A.G., was Vice- 
Chairman, and a Staff Sergt., R.A.S.C., was Hon. Secretary. Weekly meetings were arranged 
in the evening at the Garrison Institute throughout January and February, and the speakers 
at these meetings, supplied by Toc H, le€tured on the following subjeéts :—““ Commutation oF 
Pensions,” “ How to buy a house,” “ Insurance,” “ How to be a Commercial Traveller, 
“ Prospeéts in the Colonies,” “ Clerking in civil life,” “ A small business,” “ Mailorder business. 
These eight le€tures had an average attendance of about roo men. The lectures were on simple, 
practical points, and were followed by a discussion. ‘The York Committee, in addition to the 
le&tures, obtains information from big firms as to openings in their business for time-expired 
men. Territorials and civilian friends of the men were also invited to the leétures and dis- 
cussions in case they had contributions to make which might be of value. The proceedings of 
the Committee were brought to the knowledge of troops at the Command Base by circularising 
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units and Sergeants’ messes, The results have proved that Toc H members can be of real 
service to the soldier in this way, and the following letter received by the York Branch should 
be of interest. It is headed “ Headquarters, Northern Command, York,” March 12, 1926, 
and signed by A. C. Loveridge, Hon. Secretary of the Advisory Scheme :— 

“At the last meeting of the members of the Civil Employment Advisory Scheme on Tuesday, 
March 2, 1926, Major J. E. Blakiston-Houston, 8th K.R.I. Hussars, proposed, and Sq.S.M. 
J. Grieve, R.A.P.C., seconded, that a letter of appreciation be forwarded to the York Section 
of Toc H for the invaluable services rendered by supplying speakers at our weekly meetings, 
on many subjects connected with the various phases of civil life, principally bearing on the 
commercial side, which are likely to be met with by soldiers on leaving the Army. The 
proposition was unanimously carried and supplemented by acclamation. 

One of the remarkable things about all these speakers (evidently found so easily to come 
forward by the Jobmaster) was the faét that each speaker was so well up in his subjeét, and 
each had the way of making everything clear. The only conclusion one could draw from this 
was the faét that Toc H was made up of some of the best brains among business men in York. 
Another remarkable thing was the friendly attitude of all the speakers, This made us feel 
that there is still a great seftion of the civilian population who are sympathetic towards the 
soldier and his future. There must be something inherent in Toc H which its members imbibe 
making for efficiency, service and happiness among not only themselves but their fellow men. 
Service is not only a pass word or motto in Toc H but a reality, and in this respeét surpasses 
all other societies, associations, and religions with which I have come in contaét. 

Thanking you all again on behalf of the members of the Civil Employment Advisory Scheme.” 


THE BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL OF 1926. 


| ‘HE arrangements for the Festival at Manchester on December 11 and 12 are as follows :— 


THE PROGRAMME. 


Saturday, December 11: 5.30 p.m. Thanksgiving Service in Manchester Cathedral ; address 
by the Bishop of Manchester, 


6.30 p.m. Supper in various restaurants. 


7-39p.m. Performance of the masque The Light of the Lamp in the Free Trade Hall, followed 
by the lighting of new Lamps by H.R.H. the Patron. 

Billets for men who require them will be provided in Territorial Headquarters. Those unfit 
for rather rough sleeping should write at once to the Birthday Secretary, Toc H Mark IV, 
Vittoria Park, Manchester. Billets for L.W.H. members arranged by Manchester L.W.H. 

Sunday, December 12; Padres are making arrangements for Celebrations of Holy Com- 
munion. A number of Toc H Padres will preach in Manchester churches in the morning. 

Lunch will be taken together at mid-day, and will be followed by a Family Gathering at the 
Free Trade Hall in the afternoon, during which there will be several short speeches. 

RETURNS AND PAYMENTS. 

Final Returns, together with remittance for meals, have been called for by November 13, 
and it is hoped that these will have been sent in punétually. The seating capacity of the Free 
Trade Hall is limited, and Branches and Groups making late returns may find themselves 
unlucky. Every member present this year is asked to subscribe 2s. to the Birthday Fund, 

Will all members please note that the inclusive cost of Saturday and Sunday meals is 55. 34. 
(i.e. 15. 9d. each for supper, breakfast and lunch) and not 55. as implied in the Ofober JOURNAL. 
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‘TRAVELLING. 

Week-end Tickets at the usual reduced rates are available from all stations to Manchester. 

From London and the Southern Counties the following special arrangements are being 
made :—(a) For those returning on Saturday night: A special train (fare 9s. 6d.) leaves London 
(Enston) at 1.15 p.m., arriving (fog, etc., permitting) in time for the Thanksgiving Service, and 
returning from Manchester (London Road) at 12.30 a.m. that same night. As the running of 
this special train—with refreshments on board—is dependent on a sufficient number of 
Passengers being forthcoming, applications with cash must be sent in very promptly to the 
London Secretary at H.Q., from whom alone tickets can be obtained. The special fare is not 
applicable to any other train, nor can the holders of any other ticket travel by this special 
train. (b) For those returning on Sunday night: Compartments will be reserved for those 
who buy their week-end tickets (fare 315.) in advance from the London Secretary at H.Q., 
on the train leaving London (St. Pancras) at 12.25 p.m. on Saturday and returning from 
Manchester (Central) at 5.20 p.m. on Sunday. 

Lamps, RUSHLIGHTS AND BANNERS. 

All Branches and Groups are reminded that their Lamps, Rushlights and Banners will be 
used at the Free Trade Hall on December 11. New Groups who have not yet obtained 
particulars as to making their banners should apply at once to H.Q. Poles for banners 


will be supplied for the evening at Manchester. 


MULTUM 


 Heartiest congratulations to HENRY 
MICHELMORE, a member of Exeter Branch 
and of the Toc H Central Executive, on his 
appointment as Sheriff of Exeter for the 
coming year; and best wishes to W. H. 
Carver, Chairman of Hull Branch, who 
is Standing for Parliament at the by-eleétion 
in Hull. 

Ø Welcome to “ Tep ” (Rev. E. G.) Davip- 
son who has arrived from Sydney to work 
with us for a time before being a Toc H 
Padre in Australia. He will take over 
Manchester area from next January, when 
Pat LEONARD is going off on a second visit 
to Australia. 


Ø “Dusty” Mixxer, who has been helping 
Arthur Lodge with the Halifax Bazaar 
(which in spite of immense difficulties has 
been quite successful) is now going to be 
an Area Secretary. When the Birthday 
Festival is over Yorkshire will be divided 
into two areas, and Miller will work with 
Tom Garaway in Hull. 

Ø Best wishes to the Toc H LEAGUE OF 
Women HELPERS on the appearance of Vol. I, 
No. 1 (O&ober) of their printed quarterly 


BIRTHDAY SECRETARY. 


IN PARVO 


Its 20 lively and well-printed 
6d. 


@ Toc H sends its sincere sympathy to 
GEOFFREY ELWEs, Chief Scout’s Commis- 
sioner, Editor of The Scouter, who has broken 
his thigh in an accident, and wishes him a 
speedy recovery. 


Ø Nearly 200 members of Toc H and L.W.H. 
made their Communion together at 7.15 a.m. 
on All Souls’ Day, November 2. The church 
was very full indeed at lunch time on 
November 3, when Bishop Talbot dedicated 
the new altar of the Cour de Lion Chapel : 
the 14th-century crypt, discovered recently 
by Tubby and largely excavated by “ the 
Gen,” was also open to visitors for the first 
time. 

Ø Padre and Mrs. ELLISON are due home 
from Africa on November 13; Padre Saw- 
BRIDGE goes to Belfast on November 27 
until the Birthday Festival. 


Ø LAMPS oF MAINTENANCE FOR NEw 
BRANCHES at home were sanétioned ac their 
November meeting by the Central Executive, 
on the recommendation of the Guard of the 
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Lamp, as follows :—Batu, BATTERSEA AND 
CLAPHAM, BEDFORD, BROXBOURNE, HARPEN- 
DEN, HARTLEPOOL, RuGsy, Wuirsy and 
Woop GREEN. At least five other Groups at 
home, about which the Guard is making 
further inquiries, are likely to be awarded 
Lamps before the Birthday. 


Ø OVERSEAS Lamps were sanétioned as 
follows :—one for CEYLon; one for EGYPT 
AND PALESTINE; and one each for the 
States of the Unron or Sourn Arrica and 
for RHopesra (subjeét to Harry Ellison’s 
approval). All these will be lit by H.R.H. 
THE Parron on December 11 and sent out, 
to be held by a responsible person or com- 
mittee until aGroup in each of these countries 
has qualified for Branch status. 


Ø Ax UNKNOWN SoLDIER’s Cross will be 
bestowed during the Birthday Thanksgiving 
on each of the following, which have their 
own chapels ready to receive them :—Mark 
XVIII, Newcastte; Marx I (S. Am.), 
Buenos AIRES; BROXBOURNE and NOTTING- 
HAM Branches; and LourH Group. A Cross 
will also be offered to NewcastTLe, N.S.W. 


Ø “Toc H WESTERN AUSTRALIA”? was 
incorporated on September 4 under State 
law (Associations Incorporation Aét, 1895). 
Like Toc H Vicrorta, which took a similar 
step last year, Western Australia now forms 
a separate entity within the Toc H family. 


Ø “Don ” CLeLanp, Hon. General Secretary 
of Toc H Western Australia (see his report 
on p. 425), and Dean Crorry, Padre of 
Newcastle, N.S.W., are sailing early this 
month to attend the Birthday Festival in 
Manchester. A great welcome awaits them 
both. 


Ø The following members have been ap- 
pointed Hon. Recisrrars in South Africa :— 
For the Transvaal, Major C. H. Bowyer, 
29, Abel Road, Berea, Johannesburg ; For 
Natal, Major R. F. Neale-Shutte, 402, 
Pietermaritz Street, Pietermaritzburg ; For 
the Orange Free State, Harry Devis, St. 
Andrew’s School, Bloemfontein; For the 
Eastern Province, C.P., H. V. Oldfield, St. 
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Matthew’s College, Keiskama Hoek; For 
Rhodesia, Col. Watson, Defence Force H.Q., 
Salisbury, Rhodesia. 

Ø An Executive Committee for Toc H in 
the TRANSVAAL was appointed some time 
ago; another has now been appointed for 
Naraz, Gilbert Williams being one of the 
members. Others will shortly be appointed 
for the ORANGE FREE STATE, CAPE PROVINCE 
East, Care Province West, and RHODESIA. 
We are hoping to welcome Harry Ellison back 
about the middle of this month (see p. 407). 


Ø Some of the most important questions 
discussed by the Staff Conference (O&ober 
JOURNAL, pages 353-355) are still being con- 
sidered. Meanwhile the Central Executive 
commend to all Branches and Groups for 
very careful consideration the proposal - 
that they should create a new office, that of 
“ Pilot.” They also commend the suggestion 
that when the membership of a Branch or 
Group exceeds ṣo they should begin to think 
of hiving off into new Groups or Branches, 
and also that they should divide themselves 
into feams under team captains, each team 
comprising people engaged in the same work. 

The Central Executive are fully alive to 
the importance of resident padres in Houses. 
They agrce that in all normal cases before 
a Branch raises the question of a House it 
ought to have a Headquarters room and a 
chapel. And whenever a new House is 
opened in future the Central Executive 
will consider whether the House ought to 
be controlled by a Sub-Committee appointed 
for the purpose or by the Branch Executive. 
Ø There has just been added to the PuBLICA- 
tions of Toc HA» Open Letter on the Common 
Rule of the League of the Lamp of Maintenance 
(Price 6d. To Secretaries at 4s. 6d. per dozen, 
plus postage). From Aru Harrows (apply 
to the Secretary, The Porch Room, Byward 
Street, E.C.3) come four new publications— 
A Choice of Hymns for Toc H (price 3d.); An 
Interim Dividend of twotypical Toc H Groups 
(free), a little 4-page leaflet containing a 
new picture of All Hallows and some prayers, 
and A Prayer for Toc H overseas on a card. 


Ø Tue CounrryMEn’s Counci, which was 
a temporary body has now becn put on a 
permanent footing with the same sort of 
powers as a Federation. Every Country- 
men’s Branch and Group of a year’s standing 
will be entitled to elet one member to the 
new Council. Five members will be nomin- 
ated by the Central Executive, and the 
Administrator, the Administrative Padre, 
and the General Secretary will be ex-officio 
members. The Countrymen’s Council are 
going to try to find a Secretary, and if they 
ae considerable developments are hoped 
or. 

Ø Although Headquarters have tried to 
get Free Cuurcu Papres for all Branches 
and Groups with Free Church members, 
they have not been so successful as they 
hoped. A fresh start is now going to be 
made, and the Rev. J. H. Bateson has very 
kindly offered to help in this very important 
matter. Padre Bateson has been offered and 
has accepted the office of an Honorary 
Toc H Padre attached to Headquarters. 
He is already widely known in Toc H, 
and it is hardly necessary to ask all 
members to co-operate with him in the 
important work he has undertaken for us. 


Ø Father ANDREW of the Society of the 
Divine Compassion, is holding a quiet 
afternoon in Christ Church, Westminster, on 
December 4 from 2.30 to 4.30, the subject 
being “ Prayer.” The meeting is open to 
all men, and Toc H and All Hallows will 
both be represented. 

g A Rerrear for Toc H Padres is being 
held on May 9 at the House of the Resurrec- 
tion, Mirfield, Yorks. Any Hon. Padres of 
Branches and Groups who would like to 
come are invited to write to the Rev. H. J. 
Fleming, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. 

Ø The block with which the quotation 
from Pericles is reproduced on page 400, 
was kindly lent by Miss Barton, one of the 
first and most constant friends of Toc H. 
It can be had, beautifully printed in red 
and black on a card, from the Challenge 
Books and Pictures, Ltd., 24 Great Russell 


Street, price 4d., or at a reduétion for a 
quantity. Members who want books, pic- 
tures or fine posters, for themselves or Boys’ 
Clubs, &c., are Strongly advised to write 
to Miss Barton or visit The Challenge shop. 


Ø SECRETARIES? List, Offober Alterations 
and Additions: (a) NewGroup: Borton, H. 
Yates, ‘‘ Claremont,” Green Lane. 

(b) Change of Secretary: CHELSFIELD, 
A. H. Blott, Well Hill; Deprrorp, J. Monk, 
170, Lewisham Road, S.E. 4; Ipswicu, J. E. 
Noller, 163, Norwich Road; Keston, Major 
P. A. Slessor, Oakwood, Keston, Kent; 
Mexsoroucu, G. A. Hudson, 7, Park View ; 
RotHEeRHAM, W. L. Jones, 4, Brown Street ; 
Ruesy, R. V. Collier iy sYorigestrees. 
Wiican, T. Williams, 274, Gidlow Lane. 

(c) Change of Secretary’ s address : BIRKEN- 
HEAD Secretary to 26, South Hill Road, 
Oxton, Birkenhead ; CARLISLE Secretary to 
Rydal House, 40, Petteril Street; KEN- 
NINGTON Secretary to 165, Cholmley Gardens, 
N.W.6; NorrHwicu Secretary to “ Kelvin,” 
105, Cromwell Road; PENZANCE AND WEST 
CORNWALL, Secretary to 1, Union Terrace, 
Penzance. 

(d) Change of House Address: Marx I 
(U.S.A.) to 219 C Street, Washington, D.C. 

(e) West Martvtrn, G. H. Clare, Valley 
View, Montpelier Road, and West Moors, 
W. W. Folkard, “ Twyford,” West Moors, 
Wimborne, were unfortunately omitted from 
the List printed in Oétober: they have 
not “gone West” but belong to West Mid- 
lands and Wessex Areas respectively. RUGBY 
is transferred from West Midlands to East 
Midlands Area. CHELSFIELD has now joined 
the Countrymen’s Council (C.C.) 

(f) L.IW.H. : Change of Secretary : BRISTOL, 
Miss Boucher, 26, Clarendon Road, Redland ; 
Hutz, Mrs. McDermott, 4, West Parade, 
Anlaby Road; Lonpon, E.C., Miss Benbow, 
9, Stafford Road, Sidcup, Kent; KENSING- 
TON, Mrs. Steel, 17, Westmoreland Road, 
Bayswater. Add GeneraL BRANCH, Mrs. 
Watford, 95, Keith Lucas Road, Cove, 
Farnborough. Delete CoALVILLE and PORTS- 
MOUTH Groups. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


London Federation 


The Birthday Festival —The London Family 
gladly remembers how the Midlands and the 
North, never omitting Lancashire, have in- 
vaded London for previous Birthday Festivals. 
The call will be returned on December 11, by 
special and by ordinary train. 

For the members in London who cannot 
join the family in Manchester Cathedral, 
a Thanksgiving Service will be held in 
West Kensington Congregational Church at 
8.30 p.m. on Friday, December 17, when 
Bishop Neville Talbot will preach. This will 
be the one corporate aé of the London mem- 
bership in celebration of the Birthday 
Festival, but ‘‘ Manchester, 1926,” will be 
the subject of talks at several Distri& Birthday 
Guest-Nights. The Southern Distri& hold 
theirs at 7.30 p.m. on December 16 at 
Stormont Hall, Lavender Hill, S.\W.11. On 
Saturday, December 18, all at 7.30 p.m., the 
folowing are so far arranged :—South- 
Western at St. Matthew’s Hall, Cottenham 
Park, Wimbledon; South-Eastern at St. 
James’ Hall, Hatcham; North Western at 
Holy Trinity Hall, Great Portland Street, 
W.; Northern at Worteley Hall, Finsbury 
Park. The Western (at Hammersmith) and 
the Eastern will be held in January. 

The Federation Committee has decided 
that the needs of the London Blood Trans- 
fusion Service should be brought to the notice 
of London members. Volunteers should 
apply to Jobmasters, please. 

The Federation Committee has decided 
that Branches and Groups in the London 
Federation Area be asked not to make 
any general appeal to other Branches and 
Groups in the Area for assistance in the 
raising of funds for local purposes. 

MARK I.—Gwefi-Night every Wednesday. 
November 17, Dr. Graham Grant on “ Leaves 
from a doctor’s diary”; November 24, 
James Rendel on “The system of casual 
wards”; December 1, Commander Fitz- 
maxse, F.O. ; December 8, Entertainment. 
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MARK II.—Guest-Night every Thursday. 
December 2, a B.B.C. speaker ; December 9, 
a Big Brother Movement speaker; Decem- 
ber 16, play-reading night. 


MARK VII.—G west-Nigh/ every Thursday. 
November 25, R. M. Leonard on “ Bribery 
and its prevention”; November 29, Mark 
VII Dance; December 9, Speaker from the 
Shaftesbury Society. 


THE BROTHERS’ HOUSE. —G neji- 
Nights: November 15, Rev. F. C. Suckling 
(Dr. Barnardo’s, Goldings); November 29, 
a member of the Compatriots Club on 
“ Imperial problems,” 


MARK XV.—Guest-Nights : November 11, 
18, 25 and following Thursdays. 


BRIXTON.—Officers for the following 
year were elected at the Annual General 
meeting on Oétober 4. The privilege of 
being hosts at the first Distriét Guest-Night 
was much appreciated by the members of 
the Group, and the evening was a memorable 
one. Steady progress is being made in all 
direétions ; membership has now reached 
the 30 mark. Jimmy. 


EALING.—The wireless installation at 
Garth House Hospital for War disabled, 
for which we have been raising funds, is 
now in working order and will be formally 
presented by Tubby on Armistice Day. 
On that evening at 8 p.m. he will also con- 
du& a special Service of Remembrance 
at Dane Road Hall, West Ealing. With the 
objcét of raising money for H.Q., the members 
of the Branch carried out a “ smoking fast” 
for a week; pipes and cigarettes were re-lit 
with great éclat at a supper and smoking 
concert on Oétober 11, at which we also 
entertained the winners of our sports shield 
for local Old Boys’ associations. A some- 
what trying week was justified by the result 
—an average contribution of 4s. per head. 

F. A. W. 


x ISLINGTON. — On Oétober 21 dear old 
Grandpa ” Whipp became one of our Elder 
Brethren. His quaint figure, his glorious 
Sincerity and his gift of subduing all class 
consciousness amongst those round him 
will leave a huge gap in the midst of Toc H 
in Islington. Onc of the things that “ Grand- 
pa” was most proud of was the Branch 
Banner. Its painting of a flaming torch 
with the inscription “ To you with failing 
hands we throw the torch, Be yours to hold 
it high,” was a constant inspiration to him. 
To us who are left it will now be not only 
an inspiration but a memory too. What- 
ever the Branch may have lost in the passing 
over of its “Grandpa” it can never lose 
the presence of his spirit. Ecc. 


LONDON SPORTS CLUB.—Soccer Fix- 
tures : 18 XI: November 20, Carshalton at 
Barnet; November 27, Cambridge Town; 
December 4, Old Lyonians at Harrow; 
December 11, A.F.A. Cup round. Reserve XI: 
November 20, Lancing College at Lancing ; 
November 27, City of London School at 
Grove Park; December 4, Christ’s College 


> 

at Finchley ; December 11, Alexandra Park 
Reserves at Barnet. “A”? XI: November zo, 
Lancing College 2nd XI at Lancing ; Novem- 
ber 27, City of London School znd XI at 
Grove Park; December 4, Ealing “A” at 
Barnet; December 11, Centymca “A” at 
Mottingham. Rugger Fixtures: ıt XV: 
November 20, O.M.T.’s “ B” away; Nov- 
ember 27, B.T.H. London at home ; Decem- 
ber 11, R.M.A. Woolwich “A” away. “A” 
XV : November 20, Bancroft’s School away ; 
November 27, St. George’s School, Har- 
penden, away ; December 4, Selfridge’s away ; 
December 11, L.R.B. “A” at home. 


ENTERTAINMENTS CTEE. — Drama 
League fixtures: November 13, “ Jane,” a 
three-a&t farcical comedy, at H.M. Borstal 
Institution, Feltham; November 18, “ Am- 
brose Applejohn’s Adventure ” at the Cripple- 
gate Theatre, Golden Lane, E.C.1. ; Novem- 
ber 23, “ Jane ” at the de Walden Institute, 
St. John’s Wood, for Hampstead Branch ; 
December 1, the same at Bethnal Green 
Workhouse ; December 4, the same at Kings- 
ton Central Relief Institution. 


Home Counties Area 


CANTERBURY.—At our Branch meeting 
on Oétober 5, we indulged in a little self- 
analysis on the year’s report. The Boys’ 
Club has an attractive winter programme 
which should increase its membership. We 
are represented on the “‘ Copec ”” Committee 
which is studying the question of “ Leisure ” 
and the employment of youth, and in this 
connection is making a survey of the city; 
our Branch has undertaken the survey of one 
of the wards. Our tentacles are reaching 
out, and we hope soon to report that we have 
helped to launch a new Group at Faversham. 
Contat has also been established with 
Whitstable, and a Group there is merely a 
matter of time. The Canterbury “Toc 
Emmas ” are now quite a Strong group. On 
September 30 they entertained us to a social 
on the excellence of which they are to be 
congratulated, WIN. 


FARNBOROUGH.—We wanted to revive 
a Boys’ Club, but the Church Council did 
not agree ; however, they reopened the Club, 
and we are running it—so the result is the 
same. The Summer added various jobs to 
the old ones, which go well. We suffer from 
a dearth of guest-night speakers, but much 
appreciated Aldershot’s invitation to go over 
and hear Barkis on September 20. Our 
inclusion in the Home Counties Area gives 
us hopes of making new friends and learning 
more of the family. WALLY. 


LUTON.—A few notes on our progress up 
to date. Two years ago four of us started 
Toc H in Luton. At the end of twelve 
months we had 50 members ; to-day we have 
100. Not a soul has been pressed to join— 
we ask folk to come and see us and leave the 
rest to them. All types of religion, politics 


419 


O MOA: aus) =e. 


_ = epean 


Epen r er 


and industry are represented, and every 
man jack looks forward to the family gather- 
ing. At our annual meeting in September 
the amount of work reported during the 
year surprised us all; the Branch was 
gratified—and yet dissatisfied. We have 
broken some new ground by taking over 
Brotherhood meetings, a work which increases 
and which is undenominational. We also 
move our Lamp, quarter by quarter, from 
church to church. We started at the Old 
Parish Church, where Canon Mollan 
Williams is one of our pillars; then we went 
to King Street Congregational Church (Dux- 
bury Wood’s), and on September 26 to 
Park Town Primitive Methodist Church, where 
a queue waited for the service, and many 
remained from 5.15 until after 9 p.m. The 
church was packed, and the pulpit was occu- 
pied by a vicar and a curate from different 
churches alongside two ministers of different 
denominations. We held our Re-dedication 
Service in O@ober, at the Old Parish Church, 
in the beautiful chapel restored by Lady Lud- 
low in remembrance of her son, who sleeps 


“ somewhere in France.” Our Patron visits 
Luton officially on November 17; we haven’t 
a Mark to offer him, but wish him all the 
best he wishes for himself. Jack. 
RADLETT.—We have steadily progressed 
and, without intentional advertisement of 
any kind, the objeéts of Toc H are becoming 
more generally known locally. Visits have 
recently been paid to Hampstead, Wood 
Green, Broxbourne, and St. Albans, and we 
are grateful for such opportunities of meeting 
other members, of observing how others 
work to the same ends, and of avoiding the 
self-satisfa€tion born of splendid isolation ! 
One member has left us for Sierra Leone, and 
another for Montreal—one, we know, 1s 
already busy in Toc H, the othet, miles from 
anywhere in the African Bush, has yet to 
find his opportunity. Our Boys’ Club has 
re-Started in much better quarters, and the 
number of jobs done, doing, and to be done 
is best shown by the fa& that the jobmaster 
no longer has time to go to bed: his wife, 
in despair, is starting the Toc Emmas! 
THE Bo’sun. 


East Anglian Area 


CLACTON-ON-SEA.—The Group has 
become well known and receives requests for 
help from all other societies in the town. We 
have organised a big concert for the local 
hospital, helped St. John’s Ambulance and 
collected for the Lifeboat. Members are 
active in all kinds of small services, e.g., read- 
ing to patients in the Convalescent Homes, 
&c. One member was able to help a person 
in danger of drowning this year. Altogether 
we are a happy Group. R. D. 


FELIXSTOWE.—This new Group has 
found its feet and plenty of work. The fa& 
that five of our members have had consider- 
able experience in other Branches makes our 
start much easier. We hope shortly to begin 


work at a boys’ club which is greatly in need 
of man-power. Most members are already 
busy on jobs. Our Rushlight is to be dedi- 
cated in October 31 by Padre C. O. George, of 
the Ipswich Branch. JARGE. 


IPSWICH.—On September 20 we held our 
Annual Meeting and cleéted officers. Septem- 
ber 30 saw the dedication of the Woodbridge 
and Distri& Rushlight by Padre C. O. George, 
and we listened afterwards to a talk by Sir 
Basil Cave on “ Experiences in Western and 
Central Africa.” A local conference held on 
Oétober 16-17 owed much to Jack Clark, 
Warden of Mark VII, who came and greatly 
increased our knowledge of Toc H., Negotia- 
tions are proceeding for local H.Q. J.C.N. 


East Midlands Area 


COALVILLE.—We are humbly plodding 


on in spite of the coal stoppage, and those of 
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our members who are in the coal industry 
realise more than ever the need for the “ Toc 


H spirit ? as an antidote to the feelings which 
breed distrust and unrest. Our babe, Bardon 
Hill, has grown out of hand and is now a 
Group of its own. “ Skipper ” and “ Papa ” 
have passed on to Coalville and Bardon Hill 
something of the wonderful inspiration of the 
Ypres Pilgrimage on which they went. On 
Ofober 10 we united with our Padre’s church 
in the Harvest Festival, and the 1,000-strong 
congregation heard a real Toc H sermon: the 
Ypres Cross in bread hung over the pulpit. 
We had a wonderful time at our Birthday 
Festival on Oftober 19, at which members 
from Hinckley, Bardon Hill, Birmingham and 
Leicester swelled our numbers to 80. Saw- 
bones, our chief guest, talked on “ Born of the 
War,” and all present were moved to fresh 
endeavour. The Festival was held in our 
Stable, and the evening closed with family 
prayers before the altar which we have built 
where a manger used to be. 
SKIPPER EMMERSON. 

LEICESTER.—On arriving back from 
Canada in July, I quickly discovered that the 
Branch had grown greatly in vision and pur- 
pose and aétivity, and the spirit in Mark XI 
had been deepened and enriched. Three 
Groups—Market Harborough, Melton Mow- 
bray, and Bardon Hill—had come into 
vigorous being, and Hinckley seems to be 
about to spread into Nuneaton. Meanwhile, 
other places seem fretting to begin. The 
world is surely shrinking as Toc H moves 
from place to place; we have welcomed six 
Canadian visitors (the beloved Strathys, Miss 
Boulton, Padre Tebbs and Hugh Ketchum), 
as well as Ted Jessup and his merry fellows 
from Ridgefield, Conn., U.S.A., and Albert 
White of N.S.W. On August 18 we initiated 
Ivor Norris into Toc H, and shall not cease to 
remember him and Toc H, Winnipeg, to 
whom he has gone as yet another link in the 
“unseen chain”; and the never-to-be-for- 
gotten Dowsy has gone to deepen our friend- 
ship with Toronto. Our “ most noble Felix,” 
accompanied Angles on a rapid tour across the 
Atlantic and brought back great news of 
Toronto, New York and Philadelphia. 
“ Dainty ” we have sorrowfully but ungrudg- 


ingly spared to New Zealand. Its good to 
read of “ Dave” helping to start a Group in 
Egypt. At our Guest-Nights we have had 
“ Matey ” Pochin (now a friend of most of the 
Groups in the area), showing what “ Fellow- 
ship’? means, and Padre Spurway from 
Birmingham giving a wonderful talk on “ St. 
Francis.” The Toc H Rovers, now 30 strong: 
and working in all direétions, were well repre- 
sented at the Leicestershire Rovers’ Camp in 
September. Francis Taplin (“ Taps 7’), after 
two great years, is having a rest from the 
Wardenship, and John Howard (“ John H.”) 
has taken over from him. SAWBONES. 


NORTHAMFTON.—It is with deep regret 
that we report a big loss to the Branch this 
month through the passing of our brother, 
Charles Rice, who died in a London Hospital 
following an operation. A Memorial Service 
was held on Thursday evening, Otober 
7, in the Chapel of Remembrance, All 
Saints’ Church (where the body rested 
overnight), which was attended by the 
Branch, and all Troops of Scouts in North- 
ampton, of which he was chief Commissioner. 
He founded our own Troop of Scouts, one of 
our undertakings of which we are very proud. 
“ He shall grow not old as we that are left 
grow old.” R. L. 


RUGBY.—The Group received the pro- 
mised and much overdue visit from Sawbones 
on September 21. At another Guest-Night 
we had a further visit from Padre Spurway 
and Les Abdy, who both spoke on the duties 
of a Group when promoted to Branch 
Status. We also had that evening a delightful 
talk from the Rev. Norton, on “ Theological 
Football.” On O@ober 4, we held our first 
dance this season. October rr saw us at 
the Padre’s village to set the Social Club 
running for the season. On October 6 we 
opened the boys’ club on better lines than 
last year’s venture. On Oétober 16, a party 
of members were busy at an Auétion Sale 
in aid of the local hospital. We are looking 
forward to the Midland Rally at Birmingham 
on November 6. We, like other Branches and 
Groups, feel that many would welcome 
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a fuller method of keeping Armistice Day 
than that which is provided by the two 
minutes’ silence. In order to give everyone 
a better opportunity in Rugby, we have 
arranged a combined Service of Remem- 


brance in the Parish Church that evening 
Meetings at Hobley’s Café, November 16, 
Mr. W. H. Clench, on “Town Cleansing ” ; 
November 30, Supper and Visit of “ Granti- 
bus.” Jumxzo. 


West Midlands Area 


COVENTRY.—We meet in spick and span 
surroundings, Barney and his satellites having 
re-decorated the room; the C.P.R., through 
Mr. Astley, have presented the Branch with 
several fine pittures. We are organising the 
St. Dunstan’s Flag Day at last minute notice. 


The boys’ club and after-care work are 
going fine. We were thoroughly trounced in 
a debate with the Workers’ Educational 
Association. You should hear our orchestra ! 
Tubby will be with us twice next month. 
Dotty. 


Yorkshire Area 


South Yorks Federation: The Federation 
is now in full swing, and before this is in 
print the Area Secretary and some members 
of the Federation will have paid a visit to 
every Branch and Group within the Federa- 
tion, 7.¢., Sheffield, Rotherham, Doncaster 
Branches; and West Sheffield, Walkley 
Chesterfield, Rawmarsh, Barnsley, Mex- 
borough, and Hoyland Groups. There are 
signs of further Groups maturing round 
Sheffield. 

SHEFFIELD.—We regret to record the 
departure from Mark VIII of R. E. Staton 
(“ Blazer’), our jobmaster, and one of our 
founders. He is at present helping ‘“‘Gibbo ” 
with the “ down and outs ” at Spring House, 
Heckmondwike, and we wish him all luck 
in the future. We have an annual ball in 
hard (at Jeast we hope it will be annual), 
are helping with Poppy Day, running three 
boys’ clubs, carrying out a big Hospital 
Library scheme, and preparing for our 
“ Annual Upheaval” meeting in November. 
We have recently had speakers on “ Broad- 
casting,” on “ Plato,” on “ Radio-activity,” 
and a Scouts’ evening—so our mental as well 
as jobbing activities are varied. Members 
are being admitted slowly and, we hope, care- 
fully. Meetings : Every Wednesday (except 
the znd in the month), is a Guest-Night, at 
8 p.m. November 17, Annual Meeting (for 
members and probationers only) ; November 
10, Armistice Commemoration; November 
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24, a concert; on December 8, we remove 
(for the evening only) to West Sheffield. 
C. J.M. 


West Yorks Federation: LEEDS.—The 
Branch is well under way with its winter 
programme. A useful plan which has been 
hit upon is a weekly gathering for lunch at a 
particular restaurant. Any members in the 
neighbourhood drop in, and it is a good 
way of discussing points which may have 
been missed at regular meetings. The Branch 
meetings have now been fixed for a specified 
evening each week, instead of, as formerly, 
on the different evenings of the week in 
turn, and this arrangement has proved an 
advantage. Sp Ih JP 


SPEN VALLEY.—We are now in our new 
room in Oldfield Lane, Heckmondwike and 
are settling down after a labour of love— 
distempering, carpentry, &c. Our family life 
is the poorer by the departure of Dr. Mowat 
for London; we shall not soon forget his 
farewell lighting of our “ Dunsterforce” 
Lamp and the talk that followed. We held 
our first dance of the season on September 24. 
And struck a corporate job at short notice 
the other day—the task of representing 
Poland at the League of Nations Pageant at 
Wakefield. Our L.W.H. invited us to their 
Initiation ceremony, when Padre Cawley, as 
guest, spoke on “Canada”; he must come 
again. MELDIX 


Northern Area 


AREA RALLY.—Branches and Groups 
rolled up in good form at the Kinnaird Hall, 
Newcastle, on Oétober 16, to meet Grantibus, 
and to hear him speak on the aims of Toc H, 
after Mr. Henry A. Mess, Ph.D., of the 
Tyneside Bureau of Social Research, had 
spoken on “What Youth can do for the 
World to-day.” The following impressions 
of the Rally have just come to hand from 

X,” of the Hebburn Group, which set the 
ball bouncing in the discussion that followed 
the speeches : after commenting with great 
restraint on managements, he says “ much 
was said on Saturday that should help us in 
our work in the coming months. Dr. 
Mess emphasised the value of the enthusiasm 
of Youth, the necessity of making our 
mixture of classes’ a real means of 
fostering a new spirit between man and 
man, instead of a mere fecling of fellowship ; 
and the danger of members undertaking 
Social work without either serious thought 
or previous study. . . . Grantibus recalled 
that in medieval days the Church provided a 
common focus for the whole of man’s en- 
deavour—a ‘common sense? was deve- 
loped, which centred in the Church. The 
task of Toc H was to get this common sense 
back again. There should be real study and 
discussion of the things which are important 
—ineluding politics and religion. . . . Granti- 
bus also commended the idea of ‘team 
jobs’ carried out by groups of members 
who had common interests . making 
“Guest-Night °? an open night. Finally, he 
said that Service and Sacrifice are the means 
of bringing out the Spirit of God in man ; and 
that Toc H must try to show this.” 


CARLISLE.—There was a gathering of 
Toc H members and prominent citizens 
interested in Social Welfare work at the 
Y.M.C.A. room on Oétober 15. Grantibus 
came from Manchester to talk on Toc H 
generally. During the discussion that suc- 
ceeded, “ Jolli,” in view of the importance 
of Carlisle as a centre for Toc H, and its 


remoteness from other Branches, put forward 
a suggestion as to the desirability of starting 
a Mark, which was firmly quashed by Leigh 
Groves. The outcome was a tentative offer 
from one who prefers to be unknown, to 
secure for the use of the new Toc H Group a 
hall suitable for meetings. 


CULLERCOATS.— Scales,” our Secre- 
tary, has left us for Shefheld—a great loss 
to us, as he was one of the pioneers of our 
Group; “Suds” takes his place. Work 
amongst the Deaf and Dumb has been 
extended to the Blyth distriét, and members 
have assisted in a colleétion for the local 
Blind. Padre John Daly, of South Shields, 
gave a good start to our heavy winter pro- 
gramme by a talk on Toc H, and a most 
enjoyable evening ended in a sing-song— 
much to the concern of the local fisher-folkt 
We have had good talks from Canon Osborne 
and Mr. Leon E. Child, and look forward 


to Padre Slater’s visit early in December. 
H. S. P. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: Mark XVI T 
—Two more rooms have been decorated and 
furnished, one being the gift of Col, and Mrs. 
F. R. Simpson, in memory of their son 
Claude, one of “ the Elder Brethren,” the 
other, an attic, the donor of which being 
Mr. H. B. Saint. On O&ober 13 a House 
Birthday party was given at the Mark, which 
was thrown open to all members of Toc H, 
L.W.H., and their friends, and gave them 
the opportunity of saying good-bye to 
“ Anty,” our well-beloved miner-cook, who 
sailed for Australia on the 16th inst. There 
are now 15 hostellers Staying at the Mark, 
and we have three spare beds for visitors. 
Speakers at the Branch Meetings include 
Mr. R. C. Pratt, of the B.B.C., on “ Wireless 
as a Hobby”; Dr. Muir, who gave an 
account of his experiences in Russia during 
the Revolution; and Commander T. Dorling 
(“ Taffrail ”), whose description of “ scraps pe 
with German warships in the North Sea was 
very vivid. Jor. 
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SUNDERLAND.—We area comparatively 
new Group, having worked slowly and care- 
fully since February last. On September 6 
Padre Slater, of Newcastle, came and initiated 
us: members from South Shields, Gateshead, 
Hebburn and Felling were present. Among 
jobs we have organised an outing for 63 
Blind people in Sir John Priestman’s grounds, 


have provided a secretary and treasurer for 
the Guild of St. John for the Blind, have 
given three concerts to hospital patients, &c. 
We hope in the near future to help run a 
Lads’ Club and Hostel, in conjunétion with 
Rotary, in the poor parts of the town. 
Meetings: Every Monday, at 31, Norfolk 
Street, at 8 p.m. Tiny, 


Lancashire Area 


MANCHESTER.—Our Free Church Padre, 
Herbert Leggate, was married in O&ober, 
and the Branch wish him and his bride every 
happiness. Also congratulations to our 
Rover S.M., Alan Goodfellow, who has been 
made the proud father of a daughter. 
Armistice night happens on our Guest-night, 
and the Rev. Paton-Wiliams, Rector of S. 
Ann’s, Manchester, has kindly placed his 
Church at the disposal of Toc H for a Service 
of Remembrance. During the day our 
Lamp of Maintenance will be burning in the 
Church. The Lamp will be placed on the 
Union Jack which Pat Leonard used in 
France. A scheme of training members has 
been Started at the Hulme House, and a 
coffee stall will be opened every night from 
9 o'clock until 6 a.m.,Staffed by three members 
recruited from Manchester and Salford area. 
We hope to bring members into closer touch 
with their brothers of all classes, and we 
believe that the rôle of “barman” will 
enable us to see the other fellow’s point of 
view, as well as serving him with the best 
possible refreshments. (C, Ate Je 


NEWTON HEATH.—Among our attivi- 
ties have been a crippled children’s picnic, 
and house-to-house collections for charitable 
organisations. We are just Starting a Lads’ 
Club, with a committee “ fifty-fifty” of 
Club and Toc H, with an independent chair- 
man which, we hope, will ensure smooth 
running. We are utilising the lower of our 
two rooms for this purpose and are opening 
the Club two evenings a week; it is a big 
experiment for a small Group. 

: SHEp-o’-NEwTon. 
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WINDERMERE.—During tthe early 
spring we had visits from Barkis and Pat 
Leonard. In May it was a happy thought of 
Packard of Sedbergh to bring over a party 
from the School to one of our Guest-Nights and 
tell us of the working of Toc H in a Public 
School. At the suggestion of Lancaster we 
held a corporate service on June 20 in one of 
our churches, in which fifty or sixty members 
from Lancaster, Morecambe, Staveley and 
Windermere joined. The Rev. B. E. Bald- 
win, one of our Padres, spoke on the text, 
“ The spirit of Man is the candle of the Lord.” 
(Copies of this address are available for distri- 
bution to Branches.) During the later 
summer we ran a camp for poor lads from 
some of the Northern towns. Parties from 
Castleford (31), Halifax (45), Sheffield with 
Catterick (20) were with us for a week apiece, 
while Richmond (18) remained for the last 
fortnight. “ Repeat” bookings are to hand 
for next year, while enquiries have been 
received from Hebburn-on-Tyne, Hudders- 
field and Liverpool. If the need exists we will 
keep the camp open most of next summer. . 
On September 28 Pat Leonard visited us 
again, and after opening our new room in 
Ellerthwaite told us something about the 
Ypres Pilgrimage. We look forward to 
hearing Tubby on O&ober 29, the Bishop of 
Barrow on November 19, and, amongst others, 
Arthur Lodge and Alec Paterson early in the 
year. Our various aCtivities progress without 
calling for special comment; we are already 
feeling the value of a “ home” of our own, 
and shall welcome all members of the Toc H 
family. We continue to reach out “ feelers ” 
into the Northern wastes. WANDERER. 


Scotland 


GLASGOW.—The influence of a most 
inspiring talk from Alec Paterson is still with 
us. Inside Barlinnie Prison the Rover Troop 
flourishes, and four of our members Strive to 
inculcate the higher principles of “ Rovering.” 
At the Branch Headquarters the monthly 
“Cripple Kiddies’ Parlour” proceeds right 
merrily, and now “all hands are on deck” 
Preparing for the “Grand Splash” in 
December, when we hope to entertain not less 
than so crippled kids. On October 29 we are 
going to assist in the time-honoured ceremony 


of Hallowe’en; fancy dress, turnip-lanteras, 
and, best of all, cash for the local Infirmaries. 
We were approached by a gentleman who had 
a Hall in one of the least salubrious quarters 
of the city, and who suggested that we should 
form a boys’ club, without any outside inter- 
ference. Of course, we accepted. Our first 
night was a “‘ howling ” success, but discipline 
will follow in due course, and we are all very 
happy. Our list of speakers is impressive, 
thanks to the energies of our recently- 
appointed Assistant Secretary. I. M. M. 


Northern Ireland 


BELFAST.—The Newsboys’ Club has 
added a talk on Monday nights, and on Thurs- 
days an evening school may be started; five 
members attend the Technical School; some 
Scouts are in charge on Wednesdays; and 
“wireless ” has been added. At the Prison 
we have a Staff of fifteen regular teachers each 
week, apart from lectures and concerts. 
Four more are going to help in the Reforma- 
tory. The Branch meetings have been fairly 


attended. Porte (fresh from Finland) has 
spoken on the “Ideals of Youth,” and 
Finnegan (back from Yugo-Slavia) read a 
paper on “The Problems of Youth.” Our 
first Ladies’ Night was very pleasant. At an 
informal meeting in the Presbyterian War 
Hostel nine volunteered for service, but we 
have not enough workers. We are looking 
forward to a visit from Padre Sawbridge from 
November 27 to December 10. Par. 


News from Overseas Branches and Groups 
AUSTRALIA 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. — Don Cleland, 
Hon. General Secretary of Toc H Western 
Auftralia (now incorporated as a separate 
entity—see p. 416), has forwarded to H.Q. 
a copy of the very full and encouraging report 
of progress from the time of Tubby’s visit 
in September, 1925, up to September, 1926, 
which he presented to the Group Councillors 
of W.A. The report is long and only a few 
Sentences can be quoted here :—“ Commencing 
with two small Groups in Perth and Guildford 
the movement has grown in that there are 
now six fully qualified Groups, namely 
Perth, Guildford, Fremantle, Donnybrook, 
Mount Barker, and Claremont. ... The 
membership has increased from the 11 
original members to 132 as at the 18th inst. 
(the date of the W.A. Birthday Festival, after 


which new members seem to have joined), 
made up as follows—74 initiated members, 
45 ative members awaiting initiation, and 
13 general members. . . . The membership 
is very representative of class, and pleasingly 
solid throughout. . . . Anglicans still pre- 
dominate—this should be reétified as soon 
as possible and other denominations en- 
couraged. It must never be thought that 
Toc H is purely an Anglican organisation— 
it is as wide as Christianity and no wider. 
The family spirit is very good when Groups 
are together... .” He then discusses ad- 
ministration and the new Council of Toc H 
W.A. Incorporated— As the Council you 
will meet quarterly and...Councillors are 
asked to come to these meetings with their 
Group problems and suggestions. We will 


425 


not get anywhere if we cannot come into 
conference, ready to lay our hearts open in 
the way peculiar to this great brotherhood 
into which we have been called.” Next 
follows a section on the “ Country Trustees ” 
—a body called into being by the same 
need as our English “ Countrymen’s Council ”” 
—“ Under the scheme for the extension 
into the country it was deemed advisable 
that there should be an independent body 
to control this work. The work in itself 
is new to Toc H—not only here but throughout 
the world, and because of this the Country 
Trustees have been given office for at least 
three years in order that they may gradually 
learn the different conditions under which 
Toc H (in the country) must work... . 
There have been failures both in commencing 
Groups and inGroups not qualifying after 
having commenced operations. This must 
be expected, and the Country Trustees must 
not be discouraged with failure or partial 
success. . . . The scheme for extension now 
in use in the State has been taken as the basis 
of extension work throughout the Common- 
wealth.” Paragraphs follow on Finance, 
Membership Rolls, “ The Link,” Publicity 
(“in accordance with our avowed intention 
there has been no definite scheme for pub- 
licity ”). In dealing with Group Co-opera- 
tion it is interesting—but not surprising 
to us over here—to find that “ the Birthday 
Festival (of Toe H Western Anflralia in 
September) has made many of us realise 
just what a force there is when the Groups 
get together.” Cleland then reports in 
detail on individual Groups and “ contaéts,” 
and goes on to the “Spiritual Side”: 
“One feels that as a whole the spiritual side 
of the movement is very solid and sincere. 
The members realise fully that Toc H is 
definitely a Christian organisation... . A 


State Chapel has been obtained and furnished 
in the Muniment Room of the Cathedral, 
under the Soldiers’? Memorial Chapel... . 
On December 19 a combined Service was 
held in the Memorial Chapel to synchronise 
with the English Birthday Festival, and 
on the 29th inst. a combined meeting of town 
members took place in the State Chapel 
when the ceremony of Light was held and 
prayers said for the Service then being held 
at Newcastle (N.S.W.) for the lighting of 
the Forster Lamp. ... As a result of the 
(Gronp) Padres’ Conference and from an 
individual survey of each Group the need 
for State Padres is manifest. The Padre 
in the Group is an especial man with a big 
and silent part to play, and his work cannot 
be conduéted on ordinary administrative 
lines ; it is felt that State Padres will help 
materially in the fostering and prompting 
of that keen family spirit and religious 
setting which are so essential if we are to 
uphold the Double Tradition of Toc H.” 
With a reference to L.W.H. and the Birthday 
in W.A. this interesting report closes. 
The West Australian of September 21 
devotes a column to the W.A. Birthday 
Festival in Perth on September 17-18. 
High tea preceded the Thanksgiving in 
St. George’s Cathedral, conduéted by Padres 
Riley and Nye of Perth and Padre King 
of Guildford. This was followed by the 
festival in the Burt Memorial Hall at which Sir 
Talbot Hobbs (one of the State Vice-Presi- 
dents) took the chair: the president, Sir 
William Campion, was present. The cere- 
mony of Light, with the bugle calls, much 
moved the big audience. “Don” Cleland 
spoke on Toc H; there was music, and 
Rogerum at the end. Next morning three 
Communion Services were held and all 
members breakfasted together before leaving. 


CANADA AND U.S.A. 


Lyle Munn, Jobmaster of Vancouver, writes 
to the Editor in September about a Toc H 
“ missionary” expedition over the border into 
the United States :—“ On July 13 Jim Berg, 
President of Mark IC., came to visit us here 
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in Vancouver (see Offober JOURNAL, p. 371). 
This visi meant a great deal to all of us as 
it came just a year after our inception, and 
Jim was the first visitor after Tubby with 
whom we were able to discuss our plans and 


< 


_ problems; also we were able to make com- 
_ parisons with the work being done by us and 
by other Canadian Branches and Groups.” 
Together they made a pilgrimage to Seattle 
(Washington State)—160 miles from Van- 
couver by boat. They “ had an introduétion 
to a chap who was living in a house run very 
much along Toc H lines, also a letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Gowen at the University of Wash- 
ington.” They found that their friend was 
away, and went on to Dr. Gowen, an English- 
man by birth who occupics the chair of 
Oriental languages in the University and is 
tector of an Episcopal church. “He was 
very interested in Toc H, gave us letters of 
introduction to the Bishop of Olympia and 
the Rev. John D. MacLachlan, and accompan- 
ied us to the University of Washington, where 
we met Professor Meany who is a leader of the 
Boy Scouts. Having interested him in the 
“Cause,’ we were fortunate enough to make 
an appointment with the Rev. Mr. MacLach- 
lan for that evening.” They spent two 
hours—“ a very pleasant evening ”—with 
him, without fully convincing him that Toc H 
was needed in an “‘ over-organised ” American 
city; however he took them to a Japanese 
wedding next day to meet the Bishop of 
Olympia, who invited them at once to his 
home. After a three hours’ talk about Toc H 
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the Bishop drove them to the college club 
where they met “several young men whom 
he believed to be of the Toc H type; On 
leaving us the Bishop told us that he was 
behind Toc H, would endorse it in Seattle, 
and give it all the support he could. . . . The 
(college) men that we met with were con- 
siderably taken up with the idea of Toc H, of 
which they had heard little or nothing, but 
decided that nothing could be done during 
the summer and that a better Start could be 
made in the fall when several young men 
would be back in town who would be in- 
valuable as leaders in the Group. They 
promised to think it over and read all they 
could about the growth and ideals, and asked 
if some of us could come again in September, 
a more opportune time for definite action. 
We in Vancouver think that Toc H would 
not only do good in Seattle, but would also be 
a stimulus to our own Group—for we work 
here isolated by the mountains from those 
larger Canadian cities where Talbot House 
lives. Pryor Grant of New York has written 
us and is very enthusiastic about originating 
a Group in the Western States, and has sent 
us useful literature. With the leading Ameri- 
can Branches behind us, we feel that it will 
not be long before the Toc H spirit is thriving 
in the Western States.” 


BELGIUM 


ANTWERP.—The Toc H Spirit came over 
to Antwerp in the person of H. Mellon of 
Bromley Branch, whose enthusiasm began to 
sow the seeds which are now beginning to 
sprout with eight or ten quite vigorous shoots, 
and several other more or less casual onlookers 
are beginning to “ sit up and take notice.” 
We are setting out to do the jobs that lie before 
us, our Group Meetings are in being, the 
various officers are appointed, and “ with 
Proud Thanksgiving ” and a stub of candle we 
carry out the ceremony of Light at the be- 
ginning of the meetings. Our “ Home” for 
the time-being is the Padre’s room at the 
Missions to Seamen Institute, and here it is 
that our first job is to be found. We want 
to do our bit in making the lotof the Sailor- 
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man a little brighter in this great Port, and 
we are starting a series of “ Free and Easy a 
Socials on Friday nights during the coming 
winter. We are not going to forget the poor 
chaps lying sick in the hospitals where they 
cannot understand even the kindly Sisters 
who care for them in Flemish. We have 
hopes of getting hold of quite a lot of English 
boys for a Gymnastic Class and possibly a 
Scout Troop later on. And with it all we 
want to keep alive the high ideals of Toc Hin 
a monthly Corporate Communion, and our 
Family Prayers at the close of all our gather- 
ings. We were all tremendously “ bucked ” 
by a visit of Padre Garaway of Hull, who 
came over specially to launch our little craft 
on her voyage of endeavour. We had quite 
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a representative muster of well-known 
Britishers; three at least of those present 
knew the old House, and one Foundation 
Member spoke of all thatit had meant to him. 


So atall events we have made our Start ; may 
we win the Lamp and may we keep its Light 
ever burning brightly in this old City o 
Antwerp ! W. F. H. 


PALESTINE 


JERUSALEM.—“ Lines of communica- 
tion,” the Diocesan Magazine of the Holy 
Land, has a page and a half of Toc H news 
in its Odober number : “ After a spell of some 
weeks without a meeting (owing to the holiday 
season, @c.) the Jerusalem Group met at the 
Cathedral Library on September 6... . 
Among other things a favourable report 
was given of the slow but satisfaétory steps 
towards the foundation of an open Scout 
troop for the city. Members feel that 
scouting gives just that chance of a common 
meeting-ground which is so essential if we 
are to understand the mentality of our fellow- 
citizens of other religious opinions. The 
Padre (Charles Steer) then spoke shortly 
about the League of the Lamp of Mainten- 
ance, and after our customary evening prayers 
in the little chapel of St. John in the Cathedral 
we bumped and banged our way in the Dodge 
to our various destinations, mostly at the far 
end of the colony—always a rather cheery, 
if painful, proceeding. A further meeting 


was arranged for the afternoon of Sunday, 
September 19, for the purpose originally ot 
paying a visit to the Howard Home, and 
secondarily of admitting to membership 
two probationers from Amman who have 
been waiting patiently several months for 
an opportunity of initiation.” This meeting, 
“after looking like a wash-out, finally 
devcloped into a great affair”; three 
members only visited the Howard Home— 
but were asked to start Scouts there, and on 
their return were joined by “quite a nice 
little band.” “Later, finding there was a 
Cathedral, an organist, and a prospect of 
Evensong, two fellows took charge, formed 
themselves into a voluntary choir with two 
other R.A.F. men who happened to be at 
the Hostel, chose the hymns and had every- 
thing ready by the time the Padre returned 
for service. As it happened, there was quite 
a nice little congregation, and we can give 
a guarantee that there has seldom, if ever, 
been a more beautiful a& of worship.” 


The League of Women Helpers 


Nore: We should all be sorry if the advent of the L.W.H. quarterly magazine (see p41) 
meant the disappearance of all LIW.H. news from the Toc H Journau. It is therefore 
hoped to retain this settion of news for such current items as arrive in the intervening 


months in which the L.W.H. magazine does 


LONDON, E.C.—On Oétober 4 Padre 
Fleming initiated over 30 members of our 
Branch. This was the first initiation we 
have had, and so it was performed ew bloc, 
the ceremony being somewhat modified to 
meet this. Padre Fleming spoke encourag- 
ingly about the progressive work of the 
L.W.H., and on his suggestion our fellow- 
ship was emphasised by our linking hands 
and pinning on our neighbour’s badge. 
We are looking forward to an enjoyable 
evening on November 10, when our Branch 
is combining with New June (as all New 
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not appear. —ED. 


Juniors are members of the E.C. Branch) 
in inviting Toc H and L.W.H. members to 
celebrate its birthday. We are also holding 
a Branch meeting on Sunday afternoon, 
November 21, at New June, when someone 
is coming to speak to us. It was agreed 
at the Executive Meeting and passed at the 
General Meeting on O&ober 4th, that our 
Branch should contribute £20 a year towards 
the H.Q. Fund. This we hope to raise 
by the proceeds of the Gadgets’ Stall at 
the Houschold Market, our Free Will Offer- 
ing Fund, &c. © Jusso. 


